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To:
President Barack Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

USA                                                                                                         4 February 2009 

Dear Mr. President,

The Public Committee Against Torture in Israel (PCATI) welcomes the prompt and bold steps you have taken to close the Guantanamo detention facility and the secret CIA detention sites and to put an end to the practice of torture and ill treatment by the American security forces. In doing so, you have sent a powerful message to the world of your will to return human rights and values to their rightful place in US policy and practice and of your administration's commitment to international standards of human rights and justice.

As an organization that has, for close to twenty years, struggled against the practice of torture and ill treatment in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, PCATI has felt the practical influence and consequences of the past administration's immoral policies on our daily work and on Israeli society in general. It is our hope that the initiative you have taken will not only bring about a much needed change in the United States but that this change will also reverberate in the policies and practices of our country and other nations.
It is our hope and belief that your administration will follow up these first important steps with concrete actions that, in addition to ending the practice of torture and ill treatment by US agencies, will also lead to public accountability of those who took part in these abhorrent practices and put an end to impunity which allows torture to exist and flourish.

It is our hope that the government that will come into power following next week's election will take note of the first decisions you took as president and will take similar steps concerning the interrogation methods of the Israeli General Security Service (GSS). We also hope that the age of    impunity that contaminates our society will come to an end.  

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Ishai Menuchin

Executive Director

Cc:
US Secretary of State, Ms. Hillary R. Clinton

US Attorney General, Mr. Eric H. Holder
The World Organization against Torture (OMCT)

The International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH)

Amnesty International
The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN)
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