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BACKGROUND
29 September 2000 marks the beginning of Palestinian resistance known as the Al Aqsa Intifada. The existing tension in the Palestinian street, a consequence of the ongoing occupation, military closure and systematic violations of human rights and international humanitarian law burst. Widespread demonstrations began with the highly publicized, provocative visit of MK Ariel Sharon  - then head of the Israeli government’s opposition – to the Temple Mount/Haram al Sharif in Jerusalem. What began as a local event in Jerusalem turned into large-scale resistance against the Israeli occupation and its illegal policies, which has continued for over eighteen months. 
Since then the Israeli army has attacked towns, villages and refugee camps in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip from combat helicopters and with missile fire, besieged Palestinian cities, and carried out incursions into areas under control of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) have been living under siege for many months now.

After initial mass demonstrations, armed Palestinians launched attacks against Israelis  in the OPT and inside Israel. Moreover, there have been an increasing number of attacks by suicide bombers in busy population centers against civilians inside Israel. 

LAW estimates that from 29 September 2000 through 14 January 2002 (the period covered by this report), 799 Palestinians were killed and 17,073 injured. Of those killed, 194 were children. During the same period of time, the Israeli NGO B’Tselem estimates that 236 Israelis were killed, and hundreds wounded. Of those killed, 36 were children. Nine foreign nationals were also killed. 

INTRODUCTION
On 9 November 2000, forty-two days after the outbreak of the Al Aqsa Intifada, an Israeli military helicopter hovered over the village of Beit Sahour near Bethlehem. Hussein ‘Abayat, a local Fatah activist, was driving in his jeep on a crowded central street in the village. The helicopter descended and fired anti-tank missiles straight onto Hussein’s jeep. The enormous explosion also killed two women and injured three others. On that occasion, the Israeli military Spokespersons’ Office released the following statement:

During an initiated IDF action in the Beit Sahour area, airforce helicopters fired missiles at the vehicle of a high-ranking Fatah Tanzim activist. The pilots reported a precise strike at their target. The activist was killed and his assistant who was with him was injured….
The Fatah Tanzim activist is Hussein ‘Abayat, resident of Bethlehem, suspected of initiating and carrying out numerous shooting attacks against security forces and on the Gilo neighborhood and Rachel’s Tomb.
This event marked the beginning of the State of Israel’s official assassination policy.  From that day, this policy became official, approved and openly admitted by the political and military establishment. On 3 July 2001, the “kitchen cabinet”
 gave the Israeli army “a broader license to liquidate Palestinian terrorists”
 and allowed the army “to act against known terrorists even if they are not on the verge of committing a major attack”
. In February 2002, the Judge Advocate General of the Israeli army
 issued further guidelines for assassinations. 

Furthermore, the assassination policy has been sanctioned by the Attorney General
, and justified as part of a “war of commandment” by the highest religious authorities of the country.
 Moreover, the Israeli Bar Association has refused to take a stand on the matter despite the fact that its Human Rights Committee found the assassination policy to be illegal. The Israeli High Court has dismissed two petitions regarding state assassinations on grounds that “the court does not usually render rulings on security matters”
. The State of Israel capitulated to the military and security establishment regarding requirements that once constituted a part of the safety net protecting human rights as set by international law. 

Following the execution
 in the PNA of two Palestinians accused of collaborating with Israel on 13 January 2001, former Israeli Prime Minister, Ehud Barak commented: “I am opposed to the death penalties, which we saw in the Palestinian Authority”
. In an allusion to the fact that the death sentences had been handed down by the Palestinian State Security Court (SSC) after grossly unfair trials
, Ehud Barak stated that the defendants had been executed after “show trials reminiscent of darker periods in history”
. While condemning the death sentences issued after unfair trials in the PNA, the Israeli authorities have repeatedly approved the “liquidation” of Palestinians suspected of hostile activities against Israeli soldiers or civilians. Despite evidence that until 14 January 2002 at least 19 bystanders including 5 children have been killed in these attacks, the Israeli government describes them as “targeted killings”. Official Israeli government statements have also has referred to these killings as “hitting Palestinian targets”, “pinpointing attackers” or “neutralizing the organizers of attacks”. However, in reality, they constitute extrajudicial executions, in which the victims are killed without trial and without the chance of a fair legal process designed to examine the allegations brought forward against them. Rather, they have been sentenced to death in a secret process, with no opportunity to defend themselves or to appeal the sentence.  

The decision to implement a policy of systematic assassinations was made by the Israeli government under Ehud Barak, but continued and intensified under Prime Minister Ariel Sharon since he took office in March 2001. 

While assassinations only became official and declared policy during the Al Aqsa Intifada, the assassination Palestinian activists and those suspected of organizing and carrying out attacks against Israelis is not new. Israeli army units have carried out assassinations since the 1970s including during the first Intifada (1987-1993) and throughout the period of the Oslo Process. In the 1970s Israel assassinated members of the cell that planned and carried out the kidnapping and murder of Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympics.
 In April 1988 Israel assassinated Khalil al-Wazir (Abu Jihad), a founder of the Fatah, and assistant to Yasser Arafat. In October 1995, the leader of the Islamic Jihad in Palestine, Dr. Fathi Shqaqi, was assasinated, and in February, the Secretary General of the Lebanese Hizballah was killed by missiles fired at his car from an Apache helicopter of the Israeli Air Force. 

In the early 1990s, the Israeli army and the Border Police established undercover units ("musta’ribeen") whose official mission was to capture “wanted” Palestinians. However, in fact, many “wanted” Palestinians, who were supposed to be arrested but not killed, were assassinated.
 According to testimonies in the possession of various human rights organizations, the procedural methods of these units and the message conveyed to their members led to a number of deaths that greatly exceeded the declared policy, and in practice, many “wanted” Palestinians, who in the estimation of these organizations could have been arrested without being killed, were assassinated.
 The Israeli army spokesperson and the Military Advocate General responded angrily to the claims that the undercover units were assassination teams:

The IDF rejects the claim outright… there is not and will not be a policy or reality in the IDF of intended murder of wanted persons. The Rules of Engagement permit live fire in two situations:

1. A situation of life danger, when one fires to remove a danger, i.e.: in order to prevent a crime.

2. During the apprehension of a suspect, when the fire is intended to enable the capture of a wanted person and not intended to kill.

The principle of the sanctity of life is a basic value in the IDF. There is and will be no change in this matter.

If in the past the government of Israel did not respond to claims that its soldiers had carried out an assassination and remained vague on the matter, today, since assassinations have become official policy of the State of Israel, not only is the Israeli army spokesperson no longer insulted by such claims, he also publishes press releases in which the military takes responsibility for the killing of activists and specifies the next targets for assassination.
 At the same time, the Israeli army kidnaps other wanted Palestinians from Area A of the Palestinian Authority, proving its ability to arrest suspects.
 The targeting and summary execution of “wanted” Palestinians has become in recent months a central component of Israeli security policy, and the government has announced on numerous occasions that it intends to continue this policy as one of the methods of its “war against Palestinian terror”.
 

Whatever the security considerations
 of the Israeli government, its policies must be within the limits imposed by international humanitarian and human rights law. There  are certain actions that a state is prohibited from taking. This is a basic principle in any democratic governmental system. It is designed to limit the power of the state in order to protect the individual from human rights violations and injustices. There is international consensus that certain actions are beyond the legitimate boundaries of the use of force – regardless of the objective of the specific action. One such act that a state is prohibited from carrying out is a summary execution - the execution of a person without trial.

The firing of missiles on a person suspected of violent activities at a moment when he is not directly engaged in hostilities and does not present any imminent threat to another person is a summary execution. Sniper fire aimed at a person who leaves his house in the morning on the way to work is a summary execution. The booby-trapping of a person’s car, regardless of the level of suspicion against him, means the execution of a person who has not been convicted, and who therefore has the right to be considered innocent until proven guilty.

The assassination of wanted Palestinians by the State of Israel is, according to the Israeli Penal Code, a premeditated act of murder. When such an action is carried out by official agents of a sovereign state, it also contravenes the laws of war (international humanitarian law) and international human rights law. Assassinations approved by the government are murders of civilians by the State, and as such constitute war crimes. Those who plan, deploy and carry them out are personally responsible and therefore subject to legal prosecution. 
In this report, LAW and PCATI seek to analyze the legal aspects of Israel’s assassination policy from the perspective of both domestic and international law. Moreover, a number of case studies covering the period from 9 November 2000 through 14 January 2002 have been included in order to illustrate the practice and effects of this policy.   

CHAPTER ONE: FACTS AND STATISTICS

Since the beginning of the Al Aqsa Intifada the Israeli army Spokesperson has admitted responsibility for 25 assassinations and 5 failed assassination attempts. However, research carried out by Palestinian, Israeli and international human rights organizations suggests that the number of those executed without trial is higher. LAW and PCATI believe that from 9 November 2000 through 14 January 2002 at least 53 Palestinian activists have been victims of Israel’s “liquidation” policy. During these operations 19 bystanders including 5 children under the age of 18 were killed while others were injured. In any case, for the purposes of this report the more than twenty assassinations that the Israeli military admits to have carried out are sufficient.   

The assassination of a particular person whose name is put on a “liquidation” list after a decision by the security cabinet and whose execution is planned at the desk of the Chief of Staff, is distinct, both morally and legally, from the unintended killing of a demonstrator during legally enforced riot dispersal, of a suspect who resists arrest and is shot, and of any other person killed as the unintended result of a military operation.

This report, which focuses on state assassinations, relates only to those particular targeted Palestinians whose execution was decided at the political and military level and organized by the state.

According to agreements signed within the framework of the Oslo Process, Israel is entitled to carry out arrests in areas B and C of the OPT rendering it difficult to claim that the alternative of arrest and interrogation does not exist.
 For example, Dr. Siham Thabet
 told LAW that her husband, who was assassinated on 31 December 2000, used to go every Friday to a mosque located in area C where he could have easily been arrested by the Israeli military if he was suspected of violent activities. 

Tables: Assassinations and Failed Assassination Attempts 

The assassination of Hussein ‘Abayat on 9 November 2000 was the first known state assasination carried out by Israel since the beginning of the Al Aqsa Intifada. A number of killings followed, which LAW and PCATI believe also constitute extrajudicial executions. The list below does, however, does not claim to be comprehensive.

LAW and PCATI believe that during the period of time covered by the report at least 53 Palestinians were killed after being targeted for assassination and at least 11 failed assassination attempts took place. During these operations (including failed assassination attempts) 19 bystanders were killed and at least 57 people including women and children were injured. Five of the bystanders killed were children. In addition, 5 children in Gaza were killed on 22 November 2001 by an explosive device the Israeli army admitted it had placed. 
In 25 of the 53 cases of assassinations featured in the report the Israeli authorities acknowledged responsibility, either in the form of announcements by the Israeli army Spokesperson or through statements in the media by members of the government or anonymous security or military sources. In the 25 cases where Israel admitted responsibility, 36 Palestinians were assassinated and at least 34 others were injured. Of those killed, 25 had been targeted for assassination while 11 including 2 children were bystanders. In five of the 11 failed assassination attempts the Israeli authorities acknowledged responsibility. 

The assassinations and failed assassination attempts were carried out using weaponry such as gunfire including by snipers (in 28 cases), missiles fired from US-manufactured Apache or Cobra combat helicopters (in 22 cases), ground-to-ground missiles (in one case), tank-fire (in 2 cases) as well as explosive devices planted in cars and public telephone booths (11). 

The killings were carried out under circumstances, which suggest complete disregard for the risk involved to the lives of bystanders. Some of the victims were killed in the center of towns or even when driving a taxi with passengers. 

Among those targeted for assassination were activists and political leaders affiliated with different Palestinian political groups such as Fatah, Hamas, Islamic Jihad or the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) but also a member of the Force 17 security service. Among the activists assassinated, several had been previously imprisoned or held in administrative detention in Israel and/or had been detained without charge or trial, outside any legal framework, by the PNA.

Table 1: State Assassinations (November 2000-January 2002)

	
	Name
	Age
	Place of assassination
	Date of assassination
	Method of assassination
	Remarks
	Statements by Israeli officials

	1
	Hussein Muhammad Salim ‘Abayat
	37
	Beit Sahour (Bethlehem)
	09.11.2000
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Fatah activist. Two women killed, at least three people injured
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	2
	Jamal Abed El Kader Hassan Abed A-Razek
	30
	Morag Junction (Rafah/Gaza -Strip)
	22.11.2000
	Car he was in shelled by a tank, then shot a short range
	Fatah activist. Three other men killed
	Israeli army Spokesperson announced that he was killed while attempting to break through a checkpoint

	3
	Ibrahim Abd-El Karim Bani Audi
	34
	Nablus
	23.11.2000
	Explosive 

device planted in his car
	Hamas activist
	Army sources stated that he was killed while making a bomb (Ha'aretz)


	4
	Anwar Mahmoud Ahmad Humran
	28
	Nablus
	11.12.2000
	Sniper fire
	Islamic Jihad activist
	Army sources stated that soldiers had returned fire (Ha'aretz)

	5
	Yousif Abu Swaye
	28
	Al Khader (Bethlehem)
	12.12.2000
	Sniper fire
	Fatah activist
	Admission

	6
	Abas Ahmad al Awiwi
	26
	Hebron
	13.12.2000
	Sniper fire
	Hamas activist
	No comment

	7
	Hani Hussein Abu Bakra
	31
	Gush Katif junction (Rafah/Gaza Strip)
	14.12.2000
	Gunfire from close range
	Hamas activist. A passenger of the taxi he was driving was injured and later died from his wounds
	The Israeli army Spokesperson claimed that he was killed while trying to resist arrest

	8
	Sa’ad Ibrahim al Kharouf
	32
	Near Burqueen (Nablus)
	14.12.2000
	Gunfire
	Islamic Jihad activist. A man injured
	Israeli army claimed that he was killed while trying to escape arrest (Kol Hair)

	9
	Dr. Thabet Ahmad Thabet
	50
	Tulkarm
	31.12.2000
	Sniper fire
	Fatah secretary general in Tulkarm. Director General of Palestinian Health Ministry in Nablus
	Admission by 

Israeli army Spokesperson (TV channel CBS program "60 minutes")


	10
	Mas’oud Hussein Ayyad
	50
	Near Jabalya refugee camp (GS)
	13.02.2001
	Missile attack from Apache or Cobra helicopters
	Member of Force 17. Four people injured by shrapnel including a child. Two people suffered from schock
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	11
	Mahmoud Suleiman al Madani
	25
	Balata refugee camp

(Nablus)
	19.02.2001
	Gunfire from close range.
	Hamas activist. One man injured
	Admission by army sources (B'Tselem)

	12
	Muhammad ’Atwa ’Abdel-’Al 
	26
	Rafah (GS)
	02.04.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters.
	Islamic Jihad activist. A man and a child suffered nervous breakdowns 
	Admission by Minister Sneh (Ha’aretz)

	13
	Iyyad Muhammad Nayef Hardan
	24
	Jenin
	05.04.2001
	Explosive device planted in public payphone
	Islamic Jihad activist
	No comment

	14
	Ahmad Khalil ‘Issa As’ad
	37
	Irtas (Bethlehem)
	05.05.2001
	Sniper fire
	Islamic Jihad activist. His 3-year-old niece injured by shrapnel 
	Arny sources alleged ignorance of the incident (Jerusalem Post)

	15
	Mutasim al Sabagh
	28
	Jenin
	12.05.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Fatah activist. A Palestinian traffic police officer standing nearby was killed and about 15 people injured, two of them seriously
	No comment

	16
	Osama Jawabreh
	29
	Nablus
	24.06.2001
	Explosive device planted in public payphone
	Fatah activist. At least two children injured
	Defense Minister Ben-Eliezer denied responsibility and said he was killed while making bombs (Ha'aretz)

	17
	Muhamad Ahmad Bsharat
	28
	Near Tubas (Jenin)
	01.07.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Islamic Jihad activist
	Army sources claimed the men were on the way to carry out a bomb attack (Jerusalem Post)

	18
	Waleed Ayub Bsharat
	20
	Near Tubas (Jenin)


	01.07.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Islamic Jihad activist
	See details in row 17

	19
	Samih Noor Diab Abu Haneesh

	22
	Near Tubas (Jenin)
	01.07.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Islamic Jihad activist
	See details in row 17

	20
	Fawaz Basheer Tawfeek Badran 
	27
	Tulkarm
	13.07.2001
	Explosive device planted in parked car
	Hamas activist
	No comment

	21
	Omar Sa’adeh
	45
	Bethlehem
	17.07.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Hamas political leader. Two other family members were killed and at least ten other people including women and children injured, some of them critically
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	22
	Taha al Orouj
	37
	Bethlehem
	17.07.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Hamas activist. See details in row 21
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	23
	Mustafa Yassin
	26
	Aneen (Jenin)
	23.07.2001
	Shot at close range by Border Police
	Possibly a case of mistaken identity. According to the Israel Police an investigation is being carried out. 
	GSS claimed that he was killed while trying to escape arrest (Ha'aretz Magazine)

	24
	Salah Darwazeh
	38
	Nablus
	25.07.2001
	Ground-to-ground anti-tank missiles
	Hamas activist. Several bystanders  lightly injured by shrapnel

 
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	25
	Jamal Mansour
	41
	Nablus
	31.07.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopter
	Hamas political leader. Six people including two children killed; others injured, three of them critically
	Admission by army sources (Jerusalem Post)

	26
	Jamal Salim al Damoni
	42
	Nablus
	31.07.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopter
	Hamas political leader. See details in row 25
	Admission by army sources (Jerusalem Post)

	27
	Amer Mansour Khadiri
	22
	Tulkarm
	05.08.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopter
	Hamas activist. 3 people injured by shrapnel
	Admission by security officials (Ha'aretz)

	28
	Nasir Zidiyieh
	22
	Kufur ‘Aqab (Qalandya refugee camp near Ramallah)
	13.08.2001
	Gunfire
	
	Claims that he was killed while trying to resist arrest (Ha’aretz)

	29
	Imad Suleiman Abu Sneineh
	27
	Hebron
	15.08.2001
	Gunfire
	Fatah activist
	Admission by security sources (Jerusalem Post)



	30
	Mustafa Zabri (Abu Ali Mustafa)
	62
	Ramallah
	27.08.2001
	Missile attack from Apache or Cobra helicopters

	Secretary General of the PFLP
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	31
	Omar Subuh


	22
	Tulkarm
	06.09.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Three people injured by shrapnel. Target apparently Ra'ed al Karmi, who was assassinated on 14/01/2002


	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	32
	Mustafa Anbas
	19
	Tulkarm
	06.09.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	See details in row 31
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	33
	Sufyan A’arda
	28
	Árrabeh (Jenin)
	12.09.2001
	Machine gunfire
	Islamic Jihad activist. His 14 -year- old sister was killed; 3 others were injured
	Army sources that they were killed while trying to  resist arrest (Seattle Times)

	34
	Wael Asaf
	20
	(Árrabeh) Jenin
	12.09.2001
	Machine gunfire
	Islamic Jihad activist. See details in row 33
	See details in row 33

	35
	‘As’ad Daqa
	25
	(Árrabeh) Jenin
	12.09.2001
	Machine gunfire
	Islamic Jihad activist. See details in row 33
	See details in row 33

	36
	Abdel Rahman Hamad

	33
	Qalqilya
	14.10.2001
	Sniper fire
	Hamas activist
	Admission by Prime Minister Sharon

(BBC News)

	37
	Ahmad Marshoud
	29
	Nablus
	15.10.2001
	Explosive device planted in parked car
	Hamas activist. A man injured
	Admission (Website of Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

	38
	‘Atef Abayat
	32
	Beit Sahour (Bethlehem)
	18.10.2001
	Explosive device planted in his car
	Fatah activist
	Office of PM claimed they were killed in “work accident” (Jerusalem Post)

	39
	‘Issa ‘Atef Khatib Abayat
	28
	Beit Sahour (Bethlehem)
	18.10.2001
	See details in row 38
	Fatah activist
	See details in row 38

	40
	Jamal Abdallah Abayat
	35
	Beit Sahour (Bethlehem)
	18.10.2001
	See details in row 38
	Fatah activist
	See details in row 38

	41 
	Ayman Halaweh
	27
	Nablus
	22.10.2001
	Explosive device planted in his car
	Hamas activist. Two children injured by shrapnel
	Admission by security sources (Ha'aretz)



	42
	Abdullah Jaroushi
	38
	Tulkarm
	31.10.2001
	Gunfire from tank
	
	Army sources stated that he had carried out shooting attacks (Ha'aretz)

	43
	Jameel Jadallah Khalifa

	25
	Hebron
	31.10.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopter
	Hamas activist.
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	44
	Yasser ‘Asida
	25
	Nablus
	01.11.2001
	Missile attack and machine gunfire from Apache helicopters
	Hamas activist.

The taxi driver was injured
	Admission (Website of  Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

	45
	Fahmi Abu ‘Aisha
	38
	Nablus
	01.11.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Hamas activist. See details in row 44
	Admission (see details in row 44)

	46
	Majdi Jaradat
	26
	Jenin
	06.11.2001
	Explosive device planted in his car
	Fatah activist
	No comment

	47
	‘Ikrima Isteiti
	35
	Jenin
	06.11.2001
	See details in row 46
	Fatah activist
	No comment

	48
	‘Issa Dababseh
	48
	Umm al Barakah (Hebron)
	07.11.2001
	Gunfire
	His son and a villager were injured
	No comment

	49
	Mahmoud al Shuli (Abu Hanoud)
	35
	Near Nablus
	23.11.2001
	Missile attack and machine gunfire from Apache helicopters
	Hamas military leader 
	Admission by Defense Minister Ben-Eliezer (Ha'aretz)

	50
	Ayman ‘Awaysa
	37
	Near Nablus
	23.11.2001
	See details in row 49
	Hamas activist 
	Admission (see details in row 49)

	51
	Ma’moon ‘Awaysa
	26
	Near Nablus
	23.11.2001
	See details in row 49


	Hamas activist
	Admission (see details in row 49) 

	52
	Yacob Idkeidek
	27
	Hebron
	17.12.2001
	Gunfire
	Hamas activist
	Army sources claimed that he was killed while trying to escape arrest (Ha'aretz)



	53
	Ra’ed al Karmi
	26
	Tulkarm
	14.01.2002
	Roadside bomb
	Fatah activist. First assassination attempt on 6/9/01. 
	Admission by the General Commander of the Israel Police


Table 2: Failed Assassination Attempts (November 2000-January 2002)
	
	Name
	Age
	Place
	Date 
	Method
	Remarks
	Official Israeli position

	1
	Muhammad Ahmad Bsharat
	28
	Tamoun (Jenin)
	03.06.2001
	Roadside bomb
	Islamic Jihad activist. IAF helicopter seen hovering over the area. Assassinated on 1 July 2001 (see case study 17-19) 
	No comment

	2
	Imad Abu Thiab
	24
	Tulkarm
	11.06.2001
	Explosive device planted in his car
	Islamic Jihad activist. Was critically wounded; a bystander was injured by shrapnel in the head 
	Chief of Staff Shaul Mofaz said he presumed it was a “work accident” (Jerusalem Post)

	3
	Hazem al Natsheh
	30
	Hebron
	04.07.2001
	Gunfire at close range
	Fatah activist. Wounded in abdomen
	Israeli army alleged ignorance of the incident (Jerusalem Post)

	4
	Sharif Iqteibi
	25
	Hebron
	06.07.2001
	Sniper fire
	Severely injured in his back
	No comment

	5
	Ibrahim Jabber
	39
	Jenin
	22.07.2001
	Explosive device
	
	No comment

	6
	Muhannad Dirya (Abu Halawa)
	27
	Ramallah
	04.08.2001
	Missile fire
	Assistant to Palestinian Legislative Council member and Fatah secretary general in the West Bank Marwan Barghouti. Was assassinated by the Israeli army on 6 March 2002. 
	Admission by security sources (Ha'aretz)

	7
	Shaher al Qaanni
	35
	Road adjacent to Kufur Qaleel (Nablus)
	17.08.2001
	Gunfire
	Fatah activist. Shot while driving; car overturned and he suffered several fractures
	No comment

	8
	Yihya al Ghol
	50
	Gaza
	22.08.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopters
	Hamas activist. Not hurt. His son Bilal (18) was killed, another wanted person seriously injured
	Admission Israeli army Spokesperson

	9
	Jihad al Maseemi
	40
	Nablus
	23.08.2001
	Missile attack from combat helicopter
	Fatah activist. Previously a Colonel in Palestinian police. Two others injured.
	Admission by Defense Minister Ben Eliezer (Jerusalem Post)  

	10
	Ra’ed al Karmi 
	26
	Tulkarm
	06.09.2001
	Missile attack from Apache helicopter
	Injured but survived. Two men killed and three other wounded by shrapnel (see case study 31-32). Al Karmi was assassinated by the Israeli army on 14/01/2002 (see case study 53)
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson

	11
	Muhammad Ayoub Sider
	26
	Hebron
	10.12.2001
	Missile attack from helicopter
	Two children killed and 8 bystanders including two other children injured
	Admission by Israeli army Spokesperson 


Case Studies: Extrajudicial Executions (November 2000–January 2002)

The following case studies were prepared by LAW, based on affidavits and eyewitness statements collected in the field, media reports, Israeli military press releases as well as reports by other human rights organizations and information from 

1. The case of Hussein ‘Abayat, assassinated in Beit Sahour (Bethlehem) on 9 November 2000

On 9 November 2000, at 11.30 a.m., Hussein ‘Abayat, a 37-year-old local Fatah activist, was killed in Beit Sahour near Bethlehem when Apache helicopters of the Israel Air Force (IAF) fired anti-tank missiles at his car. During the attack, two women standing nearby, Aziza Mahmoud Danoun Jubran (58) and Rahma Rasheed Shahin Hindi (54), were killed. At least 3 other people were badly injured, namely Nasmi and Jamila Sh’ibat and Khaled Salahat.  

Imad Jamil Fares Danoun, a resident of Beit Sahour who lives near the site where ‘Abayat was assassinated, reported to LAW
:

I remember the day, it happened on 9 November 2000. My house is about 10 meters from the site where ‘Abayat was killed and I was at home. I did not see how his car was fired upon. At around 11.45 in the morning, I suddenly heard an explosion and went out to see what had happened. Within seconds, I heard another explosion. The windows of my house were broken and the shutters were damaged. When I looked out I saw a grey Mitsubishi on fire and the burnt body of the driver. Two women were lying on the ground near the car and appeared to be critically injured. Their faces were black, completely burnt and still bleeding. 

I knew the two women because they were from the same village as me but I did not recognize them. They had come to Beit Sahour to visit a neighbor whose house had been shelled by the Israeli army the night before. One of them, Aziza Danoun Jubran, is actually a relative; she was my uncle’s wife. She had been hit in her head and all her clothes were burnt but she was still alive. The other woman, Rahma Shahin, had also been hit in the head and was bleeding severely from the abdomen. Other people were also injured during the attack. For example, Nasmi and Jamila Sh’ibat, a couple who live nearby. Nasmi had injuries all over his body and could not move; Jamila was wounded in her face and the abdomen. 

The Israeli army justified the assassination of Hussein ‘Abayat, who was married and had four children, and overtly admitted responsibility.
 Head of the Central Command Major General Yitzhak Eitan argued that ‘Abayat had organized many gunfire attacks on Gilo, a Jewish settlement illegally
 established on territory occupied by Israel in 1967. In relation with the assassination of ‘Abayat, the Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz quoted Eitan as follows: “The State of Israel cannot for long stay indifferent to the repeated attacks on its soldiers and civilians. Any other country would long ago have responded with great force. We will continue to hurt anyone trying to hurt us. This is not our first or our last move.”
 According to the same press article, Israeli military sources further claimed that “the attack was carried out in a ‘highly professional way’, and that civilian casualties could not have been prevented.”

2. The case of Jamal Abed al Razeq, assassinated in the Gaza Strip on 22 November 2000

Jamal Abed al Razeq, a 30-year-old Fatah activist, was gunned down while driving in his car near the Morag Junction in the Gaza Strip on 22 November 2000. Three other Palestinians were killed during the incident, namely Awni Ismail (37), Sami Abu Laban (35) and Nael Alidawi (25), all from Rafah. The Israeli army claimed that al Razeq was killed during an attempt to stop him as he tried break through a military roadblock.
      
3. The case of Ibrahim Bani Audi, assassinated in Nablus on 23 November 2000

In the afternoon of 23 November 2000, 34-year-old Hamas militant Ibrahim Bani Audi was killed in Nablus by a bomb planted in his car. In relation with the case,  Alan Bani Audi, a relative of Ibrahim, was arrested by the Palestinian police and accused of  collaboration with the Israeli security services. When the bomb exploded, Ibrahim was driving in front of the Al Salam mosque, on Jamal Abed al Nasser Street, in the center of Nablus. He died instantly. Following the explosion, helicopters of the Israel Air Force were seen hovering over the town. 

Israeli army sources suggested that Ibrahim Bani Audi had been killed while preparing a bomb.
 However, during his trial in front of the Palestinian State Security Court in Nablus
, Alan Bana Audi admitted that he had been recruited by the Israeli security services in February 2000. He claimed he was blackmailed into collaboration and reported that during a meeting on 21 November Israeli agents took his car for a few hours and instructed him to give it to Ibrahim
:

In February 2000, I was arrested by Israeli intelligence agents and taken to a place for interrogation. The agents played a tape with a conversation I had had with a girl and gave me a cup of coffee with tranquilizers. After that I was shown pictures of myself with a woman I did not know. They blackmailed me and I agreed to collaborate with them.

When the Intifada broke out the Israeli security agents asked me to watch Ibrahim Bani Audi and to provide them with information about him. I visited Ibrahim in Jneid prison several times and told him that I was willing to carry out suicide bombings and that I wanted to join Hamas military wing [Izzadin al Kassam]. We had a good relationship and I informed the Israelis about him. 

On Tuesday night, 21 November, I had a meeting with Israeli agents. During the meeting I noticed that my car was taken to another place for about three hours. I received instructions to give Ibrahim my car on Wednesday or Thursday and to go afterwards to Kossyn near Nablus. During prison furloughs, Ibrahim used to drive a car.

On Thursday, 23 November, at about 12.30 p.m., I received a phone call from Ibrahim. He told me that he was in Sefhian Street in Nablus and I gave him my car.

Afterwards I went to Kossyn. There were three Israeli agents waiting for me. After a while I received a phone call from a relative who told me that Ibrahim had been killed by an explosion in his car. The Israeli agents explained that their aim was to hit Hamas and to cause tension between Hamas and the PNA. They said that they did not want me to go back to my village and that I should stay in Israel.  

Ibrahim Bani Audi was a 34-year-old Hamas militant from the West Bank village of Tamoun near Jenin, married with four children. He was assassinated while on furlough from Jneid prison near Nablus, where he had been detained without charge or trial since August 1998.

4. The case of Anwar Mahmoud Humran, assassinated in Nablus on 11 December 2000

On 11 December 2000, at about 1.30 p.m., Anwar Mahmoud Humran, a 28-year-old Islamic Jihad activist from the West Bank village of Arrabeh near Jenin, was killed by snipers of the Israeli army in Nablus. Eyewitnesses reported that he was shot at from an Israeli army outpost on Mount Jirzeem when leaving Al Quds Open University in the al Dahye quarter in Nablus. Rafidia Hospital in Nablus, where Humran was subsequently taken, reported that his body had been hit by 19 bullets. 

According to press reports, the Israeli army said that soldiers had returned fire after being shot at by Humran and other Palestinians, suggesting that he had been killed in an exchange of fire.
 Eyewitnesses stated however, that there was no previous shooting in the area at the time of the incident and that Humran appeared to be looking for a taxi when he was suddenly struck down by intensive gunfire. Mayada Jum’a, an 18-year-old student, reported to LAW
:

On 11 December, at around 1.30 p.m., while doing some studying in the balcony of my flat, I saw a man standing in the street, at a distance of about 10 meters from my house. I knew him because he had rented a shop in the same building where I live. He was on his own and appeared to be waiting for a taxi on his way home. There were no clashes in the area. 

Suddenly I heard two gunshots and saw that a bullet had hit the man in the leg. He fell on the ground and started screaming. The shots to his body continued however and did not cease for about 5 minutes. The shooting came from the Israeli army outpost on Mount Jirzeem. I think that he must have been hit by 20 bullets or more. 

I weep every time I remember the incident. It is the first time in my life that someone has been killed in front of my eyes. I ask God to let me forget what I have seen.  
The account given by another resident, 45-year-old Nura Libada, also indicates that Anwar Humran was deliberately gunned down rather than killed in a shoot out
:  

On 11 December, at about 1.30 p.m., while I was cleaning at home, my son came home from school and I let him in. Then I heard heavy gunshots. My son called me and said ‘come mama see, a guy has been shot in front of our house’. I opened the door and saw a man lying on the ground. He was hit by more than 20 bullets and I started crying. None of the neighbors was able to reach him; the shots continued for about 5 minutes. 

My son said that he had seen a soldier standing on top of Mount Jirzeem, which is about one kilometer away. We wondered why they were shooting at this man in particular. I saw the body lying on the ground but felt unable to approach him because I was terrified and could not bear looking at him. 

The incident took place at a distance of about 10 meters from my house, which is why I [first] thought that the shooting was directed against my home. 

Anwar Mahmoud Humran, who was married with children, was a political detainee in the PNA. He had been held in detention without charge or trial in Jneid prison near Nablus since October 1998 and was released only 6 weeks before his assassination. In March 2000, LAW and the Palestinian Independent Commission for Citizens’ Rights  (PICCR) had petitioned the Palestinian High Court in Ramallah for his release arguing that his detention was illegal.
 At the time of the assassination the case was still pending. 

5. The case of Yousif Abu Swaye, assassinated in Al Khader (Bethlehem) on 12 December 2000

On 12 December 2000, at about 2.30 in the afternoon, 28-year-old Fatah activist Yousif Abu Swaye was gunned down by snipers just outside his father’s house in Al Khader village near Bethlehem. According to information gathered by LAW, he was approaching the house when a barrage of shots was fired at him and riddled his body. He died immediately. His father, Ahmad Abu Swaye, told LAW
:

On Tuesday, 12 December, I was expecting my son and his wife for the Iftar – the breaking of the fast during Ramadan. He had got married nine months before and his wife was pregnant. She arrived first; Yousif had stopped at the Suleyman Pools for prayer and would arrive shortly. The Suleyman Pools are are at a distance of about 50 meters from my house.  A short while later, at about 2.30 p.m., I heard gunshots. When I went out to see what was happening I heard 5 more gunshots and saw a man lying on the ground, at a distance of about 10 meters from my house. At that stage I did not realize that the young man was my son. I rushed to help him but when I reached him he did not move. He was already dead. The neighbors came and we took him to Beit Jala Hospital. Twenty-one bullets hit him all over his body including the head, the neck and the chest. I did not see any soldiers at the site but the shots I heard came from the direction of a nearby Israeli army outpost.  

Yousif Abu Swaye had been sentenced to imprisonment and a fine during the first Intifada (1987-1993) and was apparently wanted by Israel since 1995/1996. His father reported that on one occasion Israeli soldiers searching for his son had threatened to kill him:

On one occasion Israeli soldiers broke into my house  at 1 a.m., gathered all the members of the family, forced us to stand against the wall and started searching for Yousif. A plainclothes officer called Captain Sultan, who was accompanied by a great number of soldiers, inquired about Yousif’s whereabouts. I told thim that he was at work in Bet Shemesh but he threatened: ‘That is not true. I know that he is hiding in the PNA controlled areas; never mind, we will bring him dead to you and his mother; both you and your wife will cry’. 

According to press reports, the Israeli army had no immediate comment but the assassination came just hours after statements that Israel “would track down and kill those who harm Israelis.”
 

6. The case of Abas al Awiwi, assassinated in Hebron on 13 December 2000

On 13 December 2000, 26-year-old Hamas activist Abas al Awiwi was killed by snipers in Hebron. At the time of the attack he was standing in front of the shoe factory where he used to work, at a distance of 250 meters from an Israeli checkpoint located between areas H1
 and H2. According to medical reports, al Awiwi was shot at close range and hit by three bullets, two in the abdomen and one in the chest.   

Abderrahman Ahmad Abderrahman Badr, an engineer who has his office in the same building as the shoe factory of the al Awiwi family, reported to LAW
:

On 13 December 2000, I was in my office in El Adel Street in the center of Hebron, which is about 400 meters away from the H2 zone of Hebron, under Israeli control. The shoe factory of the al Awiwi family is on the ground floor of the building while my office is on the second floor.

I remember that it was exactly 12.20 p.m. when I heard a sound like that of    fireworks. I got off my chair and looked out of the window down to the street. At a distance of about 5 meters from the sidewalk I saw the young Abas al Awiwi lying on the ground. A group of young people rushed towards him, stopped a taxi, asked the passengers to get off and put him in the taxi. Afterwards I learnt that he had been shot dead. 

According to press reports the Israeli army refused to admit or deny responsibility for the assassination.
 Apparently Israel claimed that Abas al Awiwi was carrying a pistol but information collected by LAW from eyewitnesses indicates that he was unarmed at the time of the attack. 

Since 1997 Abas al Awiwi had been held several times in detention without charge or trial in the prison of the Al Muqata’a in Hebron, under the control of the PNA. He had been released from prison about 5 weeks before his assassination. 

7. The case of Hani Abu Bakra, assassinated in the Gaza Strip on 14 December 2000

Hani Abu Bakra, a 31-year-old Hamas activist, was killed at the Gush Katif junction in the Gaza Strip on 14 December 2000 when driving a minibus with passengers on board. The Israeli army claimed that Abu Bakra was killed as he tried to open fire during an attempted arrest.
 However, eyewitnesses told Amnesty International that Abu Bakra was unarmed when he was stopped by Israeli soldiers who asked him to get off of the car and then shot him in the head and the chest from short range.
 A 40-year-old passenger, ‘Issa Kanan, was injured during the incident and died later from his wounds. 

8. The case of Sa’ad al Kharouf, assassinated in Burqeen (Nablus) on 14 December 2000
Sa’ad al Kharouf, a 32-year-old Islamic Jihad activist, was killed by gunfire on the night of 14 December 2001, apparently after being lured out of the house by a phone call and ambushed near Burqeen village in the Nablus area.

The Israeli army reportedly claimed that al Kharouf was killed while trying to escape arrest.
 However, according to information collected by LAW from his parents, Sa'ad received that night a phone call from a friend named Majdi Qirrish, who is from Jerusalem. He told him that his car, a vehicle with Israeli registration number, had broken down near Burqeen village in the Nablus area and asked for help. Al Kharouf, accompanied by Dr. Khalil al ‘Arda, rushed to assist his friend but the family did not hear anything from them until the next morning, when at 7 a.m. they were notified by the Palestinian District Coordination Office and Rafidia Hospital in Nablus that Sa’ad al Kharouf had died. Dr. Khalil al ‘Arda was injured.

Information gathered by LAW indicates that al Kharouf was hit by gunfire in the left thigh and in the right hand. In the assessment of medical sources at Rafidia Hospital, al Kharouf was left bleeding for several hours.  

9. The case of Dr. Thabet Thabet, assassinated in Tulkarm on 31 December 2000

On 31 December 2000, at around 10 a.m., Dr. Thabet Thabet, a 50-year-old dentist, married and with three children, was killed by sniper fire outside his home in Tulkarm. He was taken to Tulkarm Hospital but died from his wounds at about 10.30 the same morning. Dr. Thabet was Fatah’s secretary general in Tulkarm, director general of the Palestinian Health Ministry in Nablus and a lecturer in Public Health at Al Quds Open University.  His wife, Dr. Siham Thabet, told LAW
: 

My husband was killed when he was reversing his car outside our home in Tulkarm. He was on his way to work at the PNA Health Ministry in Nablus. Our home is in Area A
 but he was shot from Area C
, from a distance of about 250 meters. Over 20 bullets hit him; later it was found that three different kinds of ammunition had been used. It is obvious that the aim of the “operation” was to kill him. 

I myself heard machine gunfire when I was on my way to work at the dental clinic. I would however never have imagined that what I heard was my husband being gunned down. 
Palestinian eyewitnesses confirmed to LAW that a unit of Israeli soldiers, hiding in a truck, opened fired on Dr. Thabet while he was reversing his car. They also stated that a car with an Israeli license plate was seen in the area and took off when Dr. Thabet was hit, and that a military helicopter was hovering above the site at the time. 

After the incident, the Israeli army did not acknowledge that Dr. Thabet had been targeted for assassination and said that he had been killed in an exchange of fire or in the midst of cross fire.
 However, during an interview in the “60 Minutes” program of the TV channel CBS the Israeli army Spokesperson admitted to the assassination. Moreover, during a meeting of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee on 2 January 2001, a senior Israeli security official was reported as stating with regard to the killing of Dr. Thabet:

We attack terrorists who set out to shoot at [civilians]; we identify the heads of squads and district commanders, and attack them. This activity frightens and quiets a village; and as a result, there are regions in which [operatives] are afraid of undertaking activities.
   

While the Israeli General Security Services (GSS) claimed that Dr. Thabet was a “terrorist” responsible for planning attacks against Israeli civilians
, leaders of the Israeli peace camp expressed shock at the assassination. “He’s somebody we knew quite well”, said Meretz Knesset Member Naomi Hazan.
 Dr. Siham Thabet confirmed that her husband had frequently taken part in activities designed to advance reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians:

My husband was a man in search of peace with Israel. He was a member of the joint Palestinian-Jordanian delegation at the Madrid Middle East Peace Conference in October 1991. For a number of years he was involved with Israeli peace groups and institutions fostering Palestinian-Israeli dialogue and coexistence such as Peace Now and Givat Haviva. As a matter of fact, Israeli peace activists called or sent condolences when they learnt about his assassination. Some even came to Tulkarm with flowers to pay him last honors but were stopped at the checkpoint because of the ban on Israelis entering area A. 

Whatever the truth behind the Israeli allegations against Dr. Thabet, they cannot justify his assassination, which constitutes an extrajudicial execution in blatant violation of international law. If the Israeli authorities believed that Dr. Thabet was responsible for attacks on Israeli civilians they should have acted within the framework of domestic and international law. In this regard, Dr. Siham Thabet stressed that her husband could have easily been arrested, for example during one of his regular visits to a mosque located in area C, under full Israeli control: 

If the Israeli authorities were suspicious about my husband why did they not arrest him and bring him before a court? It would have been easy to do so. My husband used to go every Friday to the Suffarini mosque for prayer, near Faroun village. The mosque is in Area C, under Israeli responsibility for civil affairs and all (internal and external) security. It would have been easy for the Israeli authorities to arrest him there, for example.  

On 9 January 2001, Dr. Siham Thabet filed a petition with the Israeli High Court of Justice asking the court to order former Prime and Defense Minister Ehud Barak to refrain from “executing people without trial”.
 
The petitioner argued that extrajudicial executions are in violation of the 4th Geneva Convention and therefore illegal. Dr. Thabet’s wife also asked the High Court to issue an interim injunction banning Barak from ordering any such killings until the end of proceedings. 

The Israeli High Court refused to issue such an interim injunction but ordered Barak, as Defense Minister, to respond to Dr. Thabet’s petition. On 12 February 2001, the Israeli government provided a preliminary response asking the court to dismiss the petition, mainly for two formal reasons – that these were non-justiciable combat operations and that as a resident of Tulkarm (Area A), Dr. Thabet should not be allowed to file a general petition (on behalf of all the residents of the OPT as opposed to requesting something for herself) with the Israeli High Court. As far as substantial legal arguments were concerned, the government alleged that Dr. Thabet had engaged in hostile activities and had therefore lost the protection afforded to civilians under the Fourth Geneva Convention.
 

On 29 January 2002, after “a confrontation that was as much political as it was legal”
, the Israeli High Court rejected the petition
 on grounds that the court did not interfere in operational decisions of the Israeli army. In doing so the Israeli High Court adopted the position of the state. 

10. The case of Maso’oud Ayyad, assassinated near Jabalya Refugee Camp (Gaza Strip) on 13 February 2001

Maso’oud Ayyad, a 50-year-old senior officer in Arafat’s presidential guard, known as Force 17 (quwa sab’a ’asher), was killed on 13 February 2001, at around 9.45 a.m., when driving his car near the Jabalya refugee camp in the northern Gaza Strip. Ayyad’s car was hit by three missiles fired from combat helicopters of the Israel Air Force. Four bystanders including a child were wounded in the attack and two people suffered from shock.
 

The Israeli army acknowledged responsibility.
 According to press reports, former Prime Minister Barak, who claimed that Ayyad was a Hizbullah cell leader, commended the assassination stating that it sent “a clear message that anyone who intends to harm Israelis will not escape and the long arm of the Israel Defense Forces will find him and settle his score.”
 Furthermore, an official of the Israeli army was quoted as saying: “Cutting off the head of a snake is certainly not going to stop attacks or solve the Palestinian terror problem. Like the twisting tail of a lizard separated from its body, there will likely be a few more mortar attacks, but this killing was the right reaction to the unprecedented Hizbullah actions.”
 Following the assassination, the European Union “condemned what it described as ‘a policy of liquidation, or executions without trial’ and demanded Israel cease such activities in accordance with international law.”
 In a letter of protest dated 21 January 2001, the EU had warned the Israeli Foreign Ministry that such actions posed an obstacle to the peace process.

11. The case of Mahmoud al Madani, assassinated in Balata Refugee Camp (Nablus) on 19 February 2001

On 19 February 2001, 25-year-old Hamas activist Mahmoud al Madani was killed by Israeli gunfire shortly after leaving Fatouh mosque, at the southern entrance to Balata refugee camp near Nablus. According to information gathered by LAW, at around 12.30 p.m., after noon prayers, al Madani left the camp’s mosque with his brother and a friend and headed towards the grocery store of the family where he used to work. Near the grocery they stopped to have a chat. Suddenly gunfire fire was opened at al Madani. Apparently, the shots were fired at close range while Israeli soldiers provided cover fire from an outpost on a hill overlooking the refugee camp in order to safeguard the retreat of a special unit. The Governor of Nablus, Mahmoud Aloul, stated that Israeli undercover troops driving a car with Palestinian license plates had entered Balata refugee camp and opened fire on al Madani.
 Mahmoud’s brother Nur Adin Suleyman Ahmad al Madani, a 21-year-old worker, reported to LAW
:

On 19 February 2001, at around 12.30 p.m., after attending noon prayers, my brother Mahmoud and I were on our way back from the mosque. We were on the way to our grocery where my brother Mahmoud used to work and which is the main source of income of our family.

Shortly before reaching the grocery we stopped for a chat with a car mechanic
 who owns a shop near ours. Suddenly, fire was opened at us and a bullet penetrated the left shoulder of Mahmoud. My brother threw himself to the ground, rolled along and sought refuge in the store. However, he went out of the store again because he could not stand the pain. Then heavy gunfire resumed and my brother was hit by three more bullets in the chest and the waist. According to the Palestinian security services, the shots must have been fired from a very short distance, not more than 15 meters. However, there was also heavy gunfire from Mount Jirzeem, in order to cover the “operation” on the ground as well as the getaway of the perpetrators.   

I would like to point out that the gunfire did not stop even after my brother fell to the ground. Under these circumstances no evacuation or assistance was possible and my brother was left bleeding on the ground.

Once the gunfire stopped we took him by car to the National Hospital in Nablus; from there he was transferred for surgery to Rafidia Hospital, which is also in Nablus. He underwent surgery for about two and a half hours and was then taken in critical condition to the Intensive Care Unit. I would like to point out that the bullets had exploded [or fragmented] inside causing tremendous damage to internal organs such as the liver, lungs and intestines.  At around 6.30 p.m. he was pronounced dead.

12. The case of Muhammad ‘Atwa ‘Abdel-‘Al, assassinated in Rafah (Gaza Strip) on 2 April 2001

Muhammad ‘Atwa ‘Abdel-‘Al, a 26-year-old Islamic Jihad activist from Rafah in the Gaza Strip, was killed in Rafah on 2 April 2001, at around 12.40 p.m., when Apache helicopters of the IAF fired three missiles on his car. ‘Abdel-‘al died instantly; his body was completely burnt. A taxi driving behind ‘Abdel-‘al was also destroyed but the driver and the passengers managed to get off the vehicle on time, after the first missile was fired. A man and an 11-year-old schoolgirl who witnessed the incident suffered nervous breakdowns. According to press reports, Israeli security officials noted that the operation “was designed to harm those who perpetrate attacks against Israelis” and that they “would targeting terrorists and Palestinian officials involved in attacks.” 
 Israeli Minister of Transportation Sneh admitted responsibility by stating that the purpose of the assassination was to prevent further attacks.

13. The case of Iyyad Muhammad Nayef Hardan, assassinated in Jenin on 5 April 2001

Iyyad Hardan, a 24-year-old Islamic Jihad activist from Arrabeh village near Jenin, was killed in Jenin on 5 April by an explosion in a public phone booth. The incident occurred at around 2.40 p.m., when Hardan left his prison cell after being given permission to make a phone call from a nearby booth he often used. Sharif Muhyi al Deen, a resident of Tulkarm, reported to LAW
:

On 5 April 2001, at around 2.10 p.m., Iyyad returned from Al Quds Open University to the detention center which is located in front of Jenin Governor’s Compound [Al Muqata'a]. He was accompanied by a member of the National Security [al ‘amn al watani], who later allowed him to make a phone call from the phone booth he always used, at the entrance to the Al Muqata’a. It should be mentioned that one or two days before the explosion occurred, this public telephone underwent maintenance. The security services are carrying out an investigation into the matter.

Iyyad spent three and a half years in Israeli prisons and was released in 1994. However, in 1996 he was again wanted. He moved to Jenin, but was arrested in 1998 by the Palestinian security services and released after four months of detention.  Then, after an operation in Jerusalem was carried out, he was arrested [again] and transferred to Jericho where he underwent harsh interrogation. As a matter of fact, he used to say that he never recovered from the torture and ill-treatment inflicted on him and that he still suffered from back-ache. 

It should be noted that although Iyyad was a political detainee he was denied prison furloughs. He had repeatedly asked to be released because he did not feel safe in the detention center where he was being held, especially after Israel started shelling the posts of Palestinian security services. However, his requests were always turned down. 

Iyyad Hardan was a political detainee who had been intermittently detained by the Palestinian National Authority since 1998 without ever being charged or tried. The Israeli authorities did not acknowledge responsibility for the assassination but Prime Minister Sharon said in a political meeting that the government would continue the struggle against terrorism and added: “Sometimes we will announce what we did, sometimes we will not announce what we did. We don’t always have to announce it”.
 According to press reports, after the incident the Israeli army imposed an internal blockade on Jenin; the town was cut off from the surrounding villages, and the main access roads leading from Jenin to Nablus and Tulkarm were closed.
 

14. The case of Ahmad Khalil ‘Issa As’ad, assassinated in Irtas (Bethlehem) on 5 May 2001

Ahmad As’ad, a 37-year-old Islamic Jihad activist from Irtas near Bethlehem, was killed by snipers on 5 May 2001 when leaving his home. His 3-year-old niece Ala’ suffered shrapnel wounds in her feet and had to be taken to hospital in Bethlehem. 

According to press reports, the Israeli army said it had no knowledge of the incident or army operations in the area.
 However, eyewitnesses stated that snipers from the Israeli army had shot at Ahmad As’ad from a nearby mount.  His brother, Isma’il Khalil ‘Issa As’ad, a 39-year-old farmer, told LAW
:

Ahmad was killed on 5 May 2001, at around 8.15 a.m., when he was on his way to work in Bethlehem. He was employed at a department of the Palestinian Ministry of the Interior.  

Ahmad and I live in the same building although each family has its own apartment; it is in the main street. The day he was killed he stopped a few minutes in front of his house and had a chat with a neighbor, Walid Abu Sway, and with our brother Mahmoud who owns a grocery near our house.  He then continued on his way but hardly had walked a few steps when a hail of bullets was suddenly directed at him. He fell to the ground and was killed instantly.  

At the Al Hussein Hospital in Beit Jala, to which he was taken, medical sources stated that he had been hit by about 20 bullets. As a matter of fact, the gunfire reached Mahmoud’s grocery. My 3-year-old daughter Ala’, who at the time of the incident was sitting on the ice cream freezer in the store, was injured by a lot of shrapnel in the feet.

Eyewitnesses stated that Israeli soldiers and special units ambushed Ahmad. They were hiding near a cave and a tree on Abu Zeid Mount, which is located south of our village. They opened fire at Ahmad and headed then for the top of the mount. When the site of the ambush was inspected, we found that it was at a distance of about 200 meters from Ahmad’s house. 

Ahmad had been previously imprisoned. He spent 7 years in Israeli prisons before being released and getting married. He suffered torture and ill-treatment for years. I have also been detained for political reasons, because I am against the occupation and its policies. 

His death comes as a big shock to the whole family. It is especially hard for his widow who has an 8-month-old baby. We had to call a doctor to treat his widow and another brother. One day after Ahmad was assassinated she learnt after a medical check-up that she was again pregnant.   

15. The case of Mutasim al Sabagh, assassinated in Jenin on 12 May 2001

Mutasim al Sabagh, a 28-year-old Fatah activist from Jenin refugee camp, was killed on 12 May 2001, at about 11.30 a.m., when two Apache helicopters of the Israel Air Force fired four missiles at his car. The attack was carried out in a crowded area of the West Bank town of Jenin, near the Interior Ministry. According to press reports
, about 15 bystanders were injured, two of them seriously. A Palestinian traffic police officer standing nearby, 26-year-old Alam al Jaludi from Faku’a, died after being hit by shrapnel in the head. Abdul Kareem Awees
 (27) and Yusif al Kisi (26), two Palestinian General Intelligence (mukhabarat) officers who were also sitting in the car, managed to jump out after the first rocket missed its target but were critically wounded. Sabagh, however, was slow due to a previous leg injury and did not manage to escape alive. He was hit by shrapnel and died from his wounds in Rafidia Hospital in Nablus.

The Israeli government declined to comment on the assassination. However, helicopters of the IAF were seen hovering over Jenin the day of the attack and also some days before. Nihaya Mustafa al Qarout, a 32-year-old housewife and resident of Jenin, reported to LAW as follows
:

On Saturday, 12 May 2001, I was at my home in Jenin. At about 11.30 a.m., I went to the kitchen to prepare some food for my 3-year-old daughter Siba who was crying, and took her to bed.  Suddenly I heard three consecutive explosions, which seemed to be just outside my home; all the glass windows in the house burst. 

Despite the shock I rushed immediately into Siba’s room, took her in my arms and stepped out of the house, screaming and full of panic. I ran out yelling until a man called Abdul Kareem Awees came towards me. He was injured and seemed terrified, not knowing where to flee. He was full of blood but tried to calm me down and told me not to worry. He entered my house, as he was bleeding. We called an ambulance, which arrived 15 minutes later and took him to hospital.

After all I had seen I had a shock and collapsed. When I gained consciousness again I saw ambulances evacuating many injured at a distance of about 50 meters from my home. I also saw smoke coming from a small car but the color of the car was unrecognizable. 

Missiles had been fired from helicopters that had approached Jenin from the north. As a matter of fact, Israeli helicopters had been hovering over the area for about three days before the attack every morning, two in the northeast of Jenin and two in the northwest of the town. As in previous days, helicopters appeared that day in the sky at 9 o’ clock in the morning. However, at about 11.30 a.m., they launched an attack hitting two cars, a green Fiat Uno and a Seat traffic police car. The attack caused the deaths of two young men, Mutasim al Sabagh and first lieutnant Allam al Jaloudi.

16. The case of Osama Jawabreh, assassinated in Nablus on 24 June 2001

Osama Jawabreh, a 29-year-old Fatah activist from Nablus, was killed on 24 June 2001 when a public phone he was using exploded at about 10.50 in the morning. The phone booth was located in a crowded area of the old city of Nablus near Jawabreh’s home, in the center of town.  Two children standing near the phone booth, a 4-year-old boy by the name of Amar Shabaro and his 2-year-old sister Malak, were injured by shrapnel and had to be hospitalized in Nablus. Palestinian security services believe the phone was booby-trapped and the explosion was triggered by remote control.

Mu’taz Saher Mustafa Al Sleibi, a 23-year-old grocery owner from the Al Qaryoun quarter in Nablus, reported to LAW
: 

 

On 24 June 2001, at about 10:50 a.m., Osama Jawabreh entered my grocery; he quickly bought a phone card and left. About twenty seconds later I heard a big explosion. I was in shock but rushed out of the grocery in order to see what had happened. When I looked outside, I saw the phone booth blown up and Osama’s body on the ground. The explosion was so powerful that Osama’s body was thrown about 5 meters away from the phone booth. He was lying on his back and seemed seriously injured; his left hand was severed from his body. 

After seeing the victim, I ran about 20 meters away from the scene of the explosion, fearing that another explosion might happen. I was in shock and panic and did not know what to do. 

You should know that the phone booth is only one meter away from my store. Moreover, there were two children, Amar Shabaro and his sister Malak, who were standing very close to my store at the time of the explosion, at a distance of one meter or something more from the phone booth, which exploded. As there are no cars here, this place is always filled with children. Amar and Malak, as well as other children in the neighborhood, were injured by the explosion. I saw the children screaming and crying in panic because of the huge explosion but I was not able to help them due to my state; I needed myself treatment for shock. Shortly afterwards, an ambulance reached the place, as well as the police and people. The children received medical assistance and Osama’s body was taken to hospital. 

Israel denied responsibility for the explosion and dismissed it as a “work accident”
. Israeli Defense Minister Benjamin Ben-Eliezer stated in the Knesset “this had nothing to do with us. That man was constantly making bombs. I’m glad he was finally blown up by one he was making.”
 The Prime Minister’s Office would not confirm or deny the report, saying only that Israel deserved the right to self-defense.

However, according to press reports
, Jawabreh was included on a list of suspects, which Israel claims was given to the PNA on 22 June 2001. The Palestinians were reportedly told that they had 24 hours to arrest the suspects or that Israel would “act on its own”. 

17-19. The cases of Muhammad Bsharat, Waleed Bsharat and Samih Abu Haneesh, assassinated near Tubas (Jenin) on 1 July 2001

Muhammad Bsharat (28) from Tamoun (Jenin); Waleed Bsharat (20) from Tamoun (Jenin); and Samih Abu Haneesh (22) from Beit Dajan (Nablus) were assassinated by the Israeli army on 1 July 2001. According to information gathered by LAW, at about 11.15 p.m. that day, two Apache helicopters of the IAF fired eight missiles at their car. The incident occurred at the junction of the Al Jarba village, 17 kms northwest of Tubas near Jenin. The three men, who were affiliated with Islamic Jihad, died instantly and the car was completely destroyed. About a month earlier, there had been an attempt to assassinate Muhammad Bsharat. On that occasion, a bomb went off 5 meters from the car he was driving near his home; at the time a combat helicopter of the IAF was seen hovering over the area. 
The Israeli army claimed that the three men had a large amount of explosives in their car and were on their way to carry out a bomb attack inside Israel.
 On Israel Radio, Israeli Environment Minister Tzahi Hanegbi stated that the PNA had not lived up to its commitments to prevent violence and that the Israeli army was therefore acting in order to defend its citizens.
 On 12 September 2001, the Israeli army demolished in a punitive action the house of Muhammad Bsharat in Tamoun village.
20. The case of Fawaz Bashir Badran, assassinated in Tulkarm on 13 July 2001

Fawaz Badran, a 27-year-old teacher and Hamas activist from Deir Al-Ghsoun village near Tulkarm, was killed on 13 July 2001, at about 2.30 p.m., when a bomb planted in a car exploded as he walked past the vehicle. The car was parked near the building where he lived in the center of Tulkarm. Fawaz Badran, who was married with three children, was killed instantly. 

Aziza Said Mahmoud Al Shayib (62), the mother of Fawaz Badran, reported to LAW as follows
:

On 13 July 2001, at around 2.35 p.m., I was at home when I suddenly heard a big explosion. At first I thought that the Israeli army had bombed a Palestinian police station, which is only 500 meters away from where I live. However, when I went out to see what had happened, I heard people shout “Fawaz, Fawaz”. I immediately realized that something awful must have happened to my son, Fawaz Basheer Tawfeek Badran, and started crying. I rushed towards the place where the incident had happened and saw a burnt car and the shoes of my son. I then knew for sure that it was him who had been killed in the explosion.

He was killed when a white Mitsubishi with a false Palestinian license plate (as was found out later) exploded as he walked past it. The car was parked near the building where he lived. The impact of the explosion was immense and killed my son instantly. His body was full of shrapnel. People said that they had seen a helicopter hovering over the area the day he was assassinated. 

Officially Israel declined to comment on the incident, which some Israeli media described as a “mysterious car explosion”
. However, Israel Radio blamed Badras for two suicide attacks in Netanya inside Israel
 and said he had been on a list of 35 Palestinian militants Israel had given the Palestinians, with demands they be arrested.

21-22. The cases of Omar Sa’adeh and Taha al Orouj, assassinated in Bethlehem on 17 July 2001
On 17 July 2001, at about 3.05 p.m., two Apache helicopters of the Israel Air Force fired three rockets at a house belonging to Omar Sa’adeh, a 45-year-old Hamas leader. Beside Omar, three of his friends or family were killed in the attack. These were Taha al Orouj (37), Muhammad Sa’adeh (29) and Ishaq Sa’adeh (51). At least ten other people including women and children were injured, some of them critically; the loft, which was being used to raise birds, was completely destroyed. 

The Israeli army acknowledged responsibility.
 Israeli security sources called the assassinations a “classic and pinpoint operation to foil a terror attack” and said it involved good intelligence and a swift helicopter attack.
 Military sources added that those killed were “Hamas terrorists planning an attack on the Maccabiah Games.”
 However, according to press reports
, minutes before the attack Omar had been taking an order from two customers who wanted to buy birds from him. Moreover, the house was full of people including women and children. Friends and relatives had gathered to celebrate the release of Omar’s brother, Khaled Sa’adeh, from Meggido prison in Israel. As for the Israeli claim that the four men killed were “Hamas terrorists planning bomb attacks”, the Israel/Palestine Center for Research and Information (IPCRI) 
 emphatically denied the allegations brought forward against Ishaq Sa’adeh, who left behind a wife and 10 children. On 18 July 2001, IPCRI stated that Ishaq Sa’adeh, a teacher of history and sociology at the Terra Sancta School in Bethlehem, had been involved in IPCRI’s Peace Education Project. The latter is a program designed to bring together Israeli and Palestinian teachers and to foster reconciliation between both sides. According to press reports, a senior Israeli security official confirmed to Knesset Member Avshalom Vilan from Meretz that Ishaq Sa’adeh had no connections with Hamas.

Omar Sa’adeh, who was married with children and owned a shop for building materials in Bethlehem, was a member of the Hamas political wing. Before the outbreak of the Intifada he was held without charge or trial at the detention center of the Palestinian General Intelligence (mukhabarat) in Bethlehem.

23. The case of Mustafa Yassin, assassinated in Aneen (Jenin) on 23 July 2001

On 23 July 2001, at about 4.30 p.m., Mustafa Yassin (26), from Aneen village near Jenin, was killed in his home by Israeli Border Police. 

The Israeli authorities stated that Yassin “was not ‘liquidated’ but was shot while trying to evade arrest”.
 However, Mustafa Yassin’s wife, Iman Abdallah Muhammad Yassin (26), told LAW
 that her husband was shot the very moment he opened the door of his home. She reported as follows:

On 23 July 2001, at around 4.30 p.m., I was watching TV with my husband and our daughter Farah, who is one and a half-year-old, when we suddenly heard noises outside. I asked Mustafa to check what was the matter. So he opened the window and saw a group of Israeli forces surrounding the house; there were 5 military jeeps and Special Forces in a van at a distance of about 20 meters from our house. 

When they saw Mustafa, they called him by his name and asked him to come out. However, the minute he opened the door they shot him in the chest. He turned around from the impact and they shot him again in the back; the bullet penetrated, hit him in the heart and exited the body. Mustafa fell to the ground, bleeding. I was standing at a distance of one meter from him. I rushed towards him but the soldiers prevented me from approaching him and said it was not allowed. Then they dragged him about 3 meters towards two olive trees. I begged the soldiers to provide him with medical treatment but they ordered me away. I cried and begged but the soldiers left Mustafa bleeding for about 40 minutes. 

Once they were sure that he was dead, a group of 40 soldiers broke into the house and searched it leaving a mess behind. Then they approached me and said that I should tell them where the weapon was hidden. I replied that they had searched the house and that we did not have any weapons. 

It should be noted that the day before he was assassinated Mustafa was held for several hours at the Israeli checkpoint in Umm al Fahm; he was interrogated about his presence in Israel. He explained that he had gone there to work.

Mustafa was not a political activist although he sympathized with Fatah. His dream was to buy a car to sell his goods instead of being a worker. Everybody loved him.

The day after his assassination the Israeli authorities handed Mustafa’s body over to the Palestinian District Coordination Office (DCO). All eyewitnesses confirmed that Mustafa, who was unarmed, fell at the entrance of the house.
 Pathologist Abdullah Yassin told LAW that according to his expert opinion Mustafa Yassin was shot point blank. Moreover, the house is isolated and was surrounded on all sides; it has no back doors, all the windows have bars and it was broad daylight.
 It is therefore difficult to imagine how and where Mustafa Yassin could have escaped. 

The Israeli intelligence service Shin Bet claimed that Mustafa Yassin was an Islamic Jihad activist involved in an attempted suicide bombing in Haifa on 22 July 2001. However, whereas there is an Islamic Jihad activist with a similar name in the village - Muhammad Yassin
 - the mourning posters for Mustafa Yassin were issued by Arafat’s Fatah movement.
 As a matter of fact, Mustafa Yassin’wife confirmed to LAW that her husband sympathized with Fatah but was not a political activist. Furthermore, the day before he was assassinated, Yassin was arrested and questioned for illegally entering Israel. However, after a few hours and some beatings he was released with the approval of the Shin Bet.   

As outlined above, the account given by the Israeli authorities regarding the killing of Mustafa Yassin presents many contradictions and leaves many questions unanswered. On 6 August 2001, PCATI therefore wrote a letter to Military Advocate General Menachem Finkelstein and the head of the  Police Investigation Department in the Justice Ministry Eran Shandar demanding a thorough and impartial investigation into the case. After months of correspondence with different authorities the office of the Commander of the Israel Police finally informed PCATI in a letter dated 8 January 2001 that an investigation into the killing of Mustafa Yassin would be carried out. To date PCATI has received no information about the conclusions of the investigation.

24. The case of Salah Darwazeh, assassinated in Nablus on 25 July 2001

Salah Darwazeh (38), a senior Hamas activist from Nablus, was assassinated on 25 July 2001, around noon, by the Israeli army. According to information collected by LAW, as Darwazeh drove along Haifa Road in Nablus, two missiles were fired at his car, a red Volkswagen, but missed the target. Subsequently, another four missiles were fired, which directly hit and completely destroyed the car. Darwazeh, whose body was blown to pieces by the blast, was killed instantly. Several bystanders were lightly injured by shrapnel and shock in the explosion.
 Israeli military officials, speaking on condition of anonymity, were quoted as saying that ground-to-ground anti-tank missiles had been used.
 

The Israeli army acknowledged responsibility for the attack.
 Jamal Salim al Damoni
, a Hamas spokesman in Nablus, stated that Darwazeh was part of Hamas’ 
political wing and did not belong to its military arm.
   

Salah Darwazeh had been repeatedly imprisoned by Israel. In December 1992, he was deported to South Lebanon together with 415 other Palestinians from the Occupied Territories. Between 1997 and 1999 he was detained without charge or trial by the PNA.

25-26. The cases of Jamal Mansour and Jamal Salim al Damoni, assassinated in Nablus on 31 July 2001

On 31 July 2001, at about 1.50 p.m., an Apache helicopter of the IAF fired three missiles at the Palestinian Studies and Media Center in Nablus. The media center, located on the second floor of a residential building in Al Sika road in downtown Nablus, was run by Jamal Mansour, a 41-year-old senior Hamas activist. As a result of the attack, two Hamas leaders, Jamal Mansour and Jamal Salim al Damoni, were killed. Six bystanders including two children also died while others were injured, three of them critically. 

The Israeli army acknowledged responsibility and asserted that “the attack occurred as leading Hamas terrorists were in the office planning a chain of terror attacks to be perpetrated in the heart of Israel”
 and were even “discussing a detailed plan” 
 to carry out the attacks.  However, according to information gathered by LAW, at the time of the attack there were journalists as well as a human rights defender in the media center collecting information and interviewing Jamal Mansour. The two journalists, Muhammad al Bishawi (26) and Othman Katnani (25), were killed in the attack, while Ahmad Abu Shallah, a human rights researcher with the NGO Solidarity International for Human Rights in Nablus, was critically injured and needed intensive care. Other people who were in the media center at the time of the attack and lost their lives were Omar Mansoor (28), a body-guard, and Faheem Dawabsha (32), the office secretary. 

Despite Israeli claims that no damage was caused outside the building hit
, Ashraf (5) and Bilal Abdul Munain (8), two brothers from Jdaida village near Jenin, who were visiting Nablus with their mother and happened to be passing the building at the time of the attack, were killed; their mother was reported seriously injured.
 Moreover, Tagrid Fayez Abu Ghdeb (42), from Nablus, who was also walking outside the building at the time of the attack, was critically injured in the head by shrapnel.

The press reported as follows: “…the blast was so strong that it broke windows for blocks around, as shrapnel and parts of the building spewed into the streets. Passersby were knocked unconscious. The young brothers in the outside were killed by falling debris, doctors said.”

Jamal Mansur and Jamal Salim al Damoni had both been held in administrative detention by Israel. Between 1997 and 2000, Jamal Mansur was a political detainee in the PNA, deprived of his liberty without charge or trial. According to Amnesty International, Jamal Mansur was a leader of the political wing of Hamas, a journalist and a publicist.
  

27. The case of Amer Mansour Khadiri, assassinated in Tulkarm on 5 August 2001 

On 5 August, at about 4.30 p.m., Amer Mansour Khadiri (22), from Tulkarm, was killed by two missiles fired at his car from an Apache helicopter of the IAF when he was traveling in the center of the city. Three passers-by where injured by shrapnel in various parts of their bodies, namely Abdil Jabbar Taher (21), Firas Khashan (25) and Rami Khalaf (17).  The Governor of Tulkarm stated that the number of victims could have been much higher if Khadiri’s car had been driving further up the street when it was hit.

Khadiri, who was a Hamas political activist in Tulkarm and a student at Al Quds Open University, was killed instantly. An eyewitness, Jamal Salih Ibrahim Atar, reported to LAW as follows
:

On 5 August 2001, at about 4.35 p.m., as I was heading for the Al Shwika-Tulkarm Hospital Road crossroads, I saw a white Suzuki traveling towards downtown Tulkarm. However, before it reached the crossroads, a missile hit the road in front of the car. It turned 180 degrees from the impact of the explosion. Another missile then hit the car directly before it had finished turning. No one could reach the car to put the fire out; the driver died instantly. I later learnt that his name was Amer Khadiri and that he was from Tulkarm.

After the assassination, Israeli security officials said that with Al Khadiri’s death Israel had killed most of Hamas key military activists in Tulkarm and Nablus and vowed that the Israeli army would continue its liquidation policy.

28. The case of Nasir Zidiyieh, assassinated in Kufur ‘Aqab (near Qalandya Refugee Camp /Ramallah) on 13 August 2001

Nasir Zidiyieh (22), from Qalandya refugee camp, was killed by the Israeli police and security forces in the afternoon of 13 August 2001. Israeli sources claimed that Zidiyieh, who was suspected of involvement in the murder of 18-year-old Israeli Yuri Gushchin, was fatally wounded in a manhunt after he tried to escape and to run over police officers attempting to arrest him.
 However, the circumstances, which led to Zidiyi’s death remain unclear and should be investigated. For example, information collected by LAW from Zidiyieh’s cousin Murad Nimer Khader (27)
 suggests that after being wounded Zidiyieh was denied immediate access to medical treatment. According to Khader, Israeli security forces prevented Red Cross paramedics from treating his injured cousin before they took him away. Police sources confirmed the incident but declined to provide further details regarding the circumstances of Zidiyieh’s death.

29. The case of Imad Suleiman Abu Sneineh, assassinated in Hebron on 15 August 2001

On 15 August 2001, at around 7.30 a.m., 27-year-old Fatah activist Imad Suleiman Abu Sneineh, from Hebron, was gunned down in front of his house in the Um al Dalieh quarter in Hebron. The attack took place in an area under control of the Palestinian National Authority, about 400 meters from the Israeli controlled part of Hebron.

When Abu Sneineh arrived at his home he parked his car. However, when getting off his car, he was shot at with automatic gunfire. He was hit in the head, chest and thighs, and died instantly. According to information gathered by LAW, Abu Sneineh was killed by three or four armed people, presumably Israeli undercover agents, hiding and laying in wait for him in a white Mercedes truck. After the shooting the killers were seen driving off towards the Israeli controlled zone. Nabeel Ahmad Abdul Rahman Badawi, a neighbour and eyewitness, reported to LAW
:

On 15 August 2001, I was at home when I heard shooting at around 7.30. When I got out of the house I saw a white Mercedes [truck] 711 with a blue cover. It was standing at a distance of about 20 meters from my house. I could not see its license plate because the back of the truck was covered by [another] cover, which was black. The [black] cover was full of holes, like a potato sack. There was shooting coming from the Mercedes. During the shooting the black cover moved and I could see a table [inside the truck]; behind the table there were three or four people pointing their guns at the northern side. They fired about 20 rounds. 

The Spokesperson of the Israeli army refused to comment on the killing. However, according to press reports, Israeli security sources confirmed that Abu Sneineh was assassinated in a joint operation of elite units of the Israeli army and the Israel Police and that no attempt to arrest him was made.
  

30. The case of Mustafa Zabri (Abu Ali Mustafa), assassinated in Ramallah on 27 August 2001

Mustafa Zabri, known as Abu Ali Mustafa (62) was killed on 27 August 2001 by missiles fired from IAF combat helicopters at his office in Ramallah. Abu Ali Mustafa was the Secretary General of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). The Israeli army acknowledged responsibility for the assassination.

31-32. The cases of Omar Subuh and Mustafa Anbas, assassinated in Tulkarm on 6 September 2001

Mustafa Anbas, from Tulkarm refugee camp, and Omar Subuh, from Tulkarm, were assassinated on 6 September 2001 while driving through a residential and commercial area, near the eastern entrance to Tulkarm. At around 12.20 p.m. that day, Apache helicopters of the Israel Air Force fired three missiles at a Nissan jeep carrying four Fatah activists: Omar Subuh (22), Ra’ed al Karmi (26), Mustafa Anbas (19), who was a member of the Palestinian Preventive Security Service (al ‘amn al wiqa’i), and Hazem Hattab (20), who was driving the car.  The first missile hit the ground and missed the vehicle, enabling al Karmi and Hattab to leap out; the press reported that it “struck the road with such force that it gouged a cylindrical hole in the pavement about eight feet deep”.
 The two other missiles did however directly hit the car instantly killing Anbas and Subuh who were seated in the back. The car was completely demolished. Ra’ed al Karmi and Hazem Hatab were injured by shrapnel in the eyes, arms and legs, but survived. The blast reportedly blew out the windows of shops and apartments for a half a block with shrapnel flying around.
 As a matter of fact, three bystanders were moderately injured: Sahir al Zaghal (26), Malik Yaseen (59) and Riyak al Masri (55), who were standing or working in nearby shops when the incident occurred, sustained injuries from shrapnel in various parts of their body. 

The Israeli army acknowledged responsibility for the attack and stated that it was carried out in a bid to kill Ra’ed al Karmi, a militant in the Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, whom it accused of killing at least six Israelis and planning further attacks.
 “Unfortunately, we did not achieve our main goal,” Gideon Meir, an Israeli Foreign Ministry official, was quoted as saying in the press.
 

From his hospital bed, Ra’ed al Karmi told journalists that he had only taken up arms
 after the Israeli army assassinated Fatah secretary general in Tulkarm, Dr. Thabet Thabet, on 31 December 2000
, and that his operations were meant to avenge his death.
 Moreover, he explained how he had been lured out of the house the day of the attack: “I was at a friend’s house when I got the phone call that the Israelis were attacking Nur al Shams refugee camp (…). The attack was a ploy aimed at getting me out into the open.”
 After hearing the news that Israeli tanks were moving towards the refugee camp, al Karmi jumped into a jeep with three friends. They were on their way to the Nur al Shams refugee camp when the IAF fired missiles on the vehicle, which was carrying them. 

On 14 January 2002, the Israeli army assassinated Ra'ed al Karmi in Tulkarm (see case study number 53).

33-35. The cases of Wael Asaf, ‘As’ad Daqa and Sufyan A’arda, assassinated in Arrabeh (Jenin) on 12 September 2001

Wael Asaf (20), ‘As’ad Daqa (25) and Sufyan A’arda (28), three Islamic Jihad activists, were killed on 12 September 2001, when at around 2 a.m. Israeli soldiers, accompanied by 13 tanks and a troop carrier and reinforced with three Apache helicopters, broke into the western side of Arrabeh, a PNA controlled village southwest of Jenin. The Israeli troops penetrated into all quarters of the village and shelled a post of the National Security (al ‘amn al watani) using heavy artillery and ammunition. In the course of the incursion, Israeli forces also entered a residential area in the village where the house of Sufyan A’arda’s family is located. At the time of the attack, a total of 12 people including 5 children were in the house; Wael Asaf, ‘As’ad Daka and Sufyan A’arda were on the second floor of the house. During the “operation”, Balqees A’arda, Sufyan’s 14-year-old sister, was killed while other bystanders were injured: Haitham A’arda and Na’eem Iz al Deen were wounded by gunfire, and Ahmad A’arda sustained shrapnel injuries in his back.    

According to press reports, the Israeli army stated that the three were killed in an exchange of fire after an attempt to arrest them.
 However, according to information gathered by LAW from the family, there was neither an attempt of arrest nor an exchange of fire. Instead Israeli military forces surrounded the house and started shooting at it straight way with heavy machine gunfire; at the same time helicopters fired heavy artillery at the house. The attack lasted for about two hours, after which Israeli soldiers ordered through loudspeakers the evacuation of the house. One of the helicopters that had been hovering over the area then fired two missiles at it. 
Haitham A’arda (31) tried to go up to the second floor to look after family members upstairs but was hit by two heavy gunshots in the chest and shoulder. As’ad Daka, a student at Al Quds Open University, and Wael Asaf were instantly killed. Balqees A’arda (14) sustained severe shrapnel wounds in the neck and chest and died immediately. Sufyan A’arda was critically injured by two heavy gunshots in the head and the chest. His parents managed to take him to an ambulance, but on the way to hospital Israeli soldiers ambushed the ambulance and kidnapped Sufyan. Mahmoud Hussein Bi’jawi, the 30-year-old ambulance driver, reported to LAW
:

On 12 September 2001, at around 2 a.m., after hearing gunfire, we were on standby to rescue people. The first call was for an ambulance to be sent to the western part of Arrabeh. However, when we got there we were surprised to find an Israeli patrol hindering our passage [in a PNA controlled area]. We were ordered to stop, to turn off the engine and to get off the vehicle with our hands up. Furthermore, we were ordered through loudspeakers to take off all our clothes and to lie down. 

One of the soldiers approached me and put his right foot on my back; five other soldiers searched the ambulance and the clothes. This took all in all about half an hour. After that, the soldiers threatened that if I tried to move on or to return to the area they would shoot at the vehicle. After releasing me, the soldiers started shooting in the air. So, I took my clothes and returned to the medical center of the Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) in eastern Arrabeh.

Despite the threats and difficulties, I did not stop trying to evacuate the injured, and by 6 a.m. I had finally managed to take all those injured to the medical center in Arrabeh. Among the injured was Sufyan A’arda; he was wounded in the abdomen; his right hand and his left thigh and had also sustained light shrapnel injuries in his head. At the PRCS center, Dr Fatallah Harzaleh asked me to transfer Sufyan to Jenin Hospital. 

We left the village taking an unpaved dirt road, as this was the only possibility to exit Arrabeh. We first drove without encountering any obstacles but suddenly, at a distance of about 1 km from Arrabeh, groups of soldiers with their faces blackened ambushed us from both sides of the road and rushed towards the ambulance. 

I was ordered to get off the vehicle with my hands up and to move away from the ambulance; they surrounded the car and searched it thoroughly. I heard them asking the injured, who was totally conscious, what his name was. After about half an hour, a white Israeli ambulance reached the place, and Sufyan was transferred on our stretcher from the PRCS ambulance to the Israeli ambulance. Our crew was then ordered to leave the place. We did so and returned to the medical center in Arrabeh. 

Sufyan A’arda was taken to an unknown location. The following day the Palestinian Liaison Office informed his family that he had died. 

After the incident, an Israeli military spokesman reportedly stated that the army was intensifying its search for Islamic militants in the Jenin area, in an effort to thwart suicide bomb attacks.
 “Nothing has changed”, Lt. Col. Olivier Rafowicz said, “we continue to fight these snakes.”

36. The case of Abdel Rahman Hamad, assassinated in Qalqilya on 14 October 2001 

Abdel Rahman Hamad
, a 33-year-old Hamas activist from Qalqilya, was killed on 14 October 2001 by sniper gunfire of the Israeli army while he was reading the Koran on the flat roof of his home in Qalqilya, as he used to do every morning after pre-dawn prayers. The house is located in the Al Naqar quarter, in the northwest of the town, close to the Green Line and about 300 meters away from an Israeli outpost. 

According to information gathered by LAW from a neighbor, Hasan Abdallah Rafiq Nofal
, at around 6 a.m. that day gunshots were heard. Hamad’s family immediately rushed to the roof but they found Abdel Rahman already dead. According to medical sources at the UNRWA Hospital in Qalqilya, where he was pronounced dead, he was hit by three bullets that entered and exited his chest and abdomen.  

According to press reports, Abdel Rahman Hamad had been arrested by the Palestinian police after the suicide bomb attack at the Dolphinarium disco in Tel Aviv in June but was released in August due to lack of evidence. “Nothing was proven in our investigation”, said Qalqilya Governor Mustafa Malki.

The Israeli government acknowledged responsibility for the assassination claiming that it had been a way to prevent a suicide attack in Israel.
 After the killing, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon was quoted as saying: “This is not the first and not the last. We made our stance clear regarding this issue and our stance is clear and that is how we will act.”
 Earlier, the office of the Israeli Prime Minister had issued a statement alleging that Abdel Rahman Hamad had been responsible for directing the suicide bomb attack at the Dolphinarium disco in Tel Aviv.
 

Abdel Rahman Hamad, who was married with two children, was held in administrative detention in Israel in the 1990s. His assassination was the first after a cease-fire was declared on 26 September 2001.

37. The case of Ahmad Marshoud, assassinated in Nablus on 15 October 2001

Ahmad Marshoud, a 29-year-old Hamas activist from Balata refugee camp in Nablus, was killed by a bomb planted in a car, which exploded as he walked past on his way to work on 15 October 2001 in Nablus. A bystander, Ziyad Arayshe (24), also from Balata refugee camp, suffered moderate shrapnel wounds. Both men were admitted to Rafidia Hospital in Nablus but Marshoud was dead on arrival.    

According to information gathered by LAW, at around 8.20 a.m., a huge explosion shook Al Najah University Street. Paramedics, firemen and policemen rushed to the scene and found two injured men on the ground next to a burning car. 

Shadi Abu Azizeh, a 20-year-old university student from Arrabeh village near Jenin, reported to LAW as follows
:
At about 8.20 a.m., I was with other students in the dormitories of the Abu Ra’d Trade Building. Around 90 students live in these dormitories. Suddenly we heard a big explosion at the building entrance, and the windows shattered. We got scared. People immediately started screaming that the place should be evacuated, and we rushed to the street. I saw a man who had sustained burns in his hand and leg; he was bleeding.

We had no idea what had caused the explosion but I think it was a bomb planted in a car because the car, a Subaru, was thrown 15 meters from where it was parked. We saw the car burning. 

After a while, ambulances and fire engines reached the place and evacuated the injured man. Then I noticed that another injured man, who was in really bad condition, was also evacuated. It turned out to be Ahmad Marshoud, who used to work in the Abu Ra’d Trade Building.

The Israeli government acknowledged responsibility for the assassination and claimed that Ahmad Marshoud was killed “while preparing a terrorist attack”.
 However, information collected by LAW rather indicates that he was assassinated while he was on the way to his job. 

Marshoud used to work as a coordinator for the Detainee Rehabilitation Program at the Nablus branch of the Palestinian Ministry of Detainees & Freed Detainees Affairs. The morning of 15 October 2001, Marshoud got off a service taxi in front of the Abu Ra’d Trade Building where his office was located. However, when he was about to enter the building, a Subaru parked near the building entrance exploded causing his death.  

According to Hamas, Ahmad Marshoud had been incarcerated in Israel for seven years and was released by the end of 1999.
 He had got married three months before he was assassinated.

38-40. The cases of ‘Atef, Jamal and ‘Issa Abayat, assassinated in Beit Sahour (Bethlehem) on 18 October 2001

‘Atef Abayat (32), Jamal Abayat (35) and ‘Issa Abayat (28), three Fatah activists, were killed in a car explosion on 18 October 2001. The incident occurred at around 6 p.m., when they were driving through Wadi Abu Sa’ada Street in Beit Sahour near Bethlehem. 

The Office of the Israeli Prime Minister issued a statement saying it had information that Atef Abayat was “planning to escalate attacks” and had been killed in a “work accident” while preparing a car bomb.
 However, information collected by LAW  indicates that a car bomb planted in the Suzuki jeep the three men were driving caused the explosion. ‘Atef Abayat had received the vehicle, a stolen Israeli car, the day before from a car thief in Bethlehem. Moreover, at the time of the explosion, a helicopter of the Israel Air Force was seen hovering above the area. 

According to press reports, ‘Atef Abayat had been on a list of suspects Israel had demanded the PNA to arrest
, whereas Jamal and ‘Issa Abayat appear to have been randomly killed in the attack. After the assassinations, the statement issued by the Office of the Israeli Prime Minister “expressed astonishment at the reports of Abayat’s death from a ‘work accident’, since the Palestinian Authority and the heads of its security apparatus…claimed that Atef Abayat was in detention”
. It would therefore appear that the goal of the assassination was to pressure the PNA to carry out arrests of Intifada activists. In the website of the Israeli Foreign Ministry, the names of the activists killed appear in a list of “terrorist attacks prevented by the Israeli security forces – October/November 2001”
. 

The extrajudicial execution of ‘Atef Abayat, who was a commander of the Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigades in the Bethlehem area, prompted vows of revenge and a renewal of gunshots and mortar fire on the Gilo settlement near Jerusalem after six weeks of calm.  

41. The case of Ayman Halaweh, assassinated in Nablus on 22 October 2001

Ayman Halaweh, a 27-year-old Hamas activist from Nablus, was killed in a car explosion in the evening of 22 October 2001 while driving through a residential area, on the road to Al Najah University in Nablus. As a consequence of the explosion, which took place about 200 meters from the university, two minors standing by, Noor Hajeer and Basem Hashem, both aged 16, sustained shrapnel injuries. 

A LAW researcher reported that he had seen three helicopters of the Israel Air Force hovering over Nablus before the explosion. As a matter of fact, high-ranking security sources acknowledged Israel’s responsibility for the assassination.
 The Israeli government alleged that Ayman Halaweh had been killed while preparing a suicide attack in Israel.
  

Ayman Halaweh, who was married with a one-year-old child, had been imprisoned in Israel for 5 years and was released in 1999.

42. The case of Abdullah Jaroushi, assassinated in Tulkarm on 31 October 2001

Abdullah Jaroushi, a 38-year-old merchant, was killed on 31 October 2001 in eastern Tulkarm, near the Abu Al Rub mosque, when Israeli soldiers opened fire at his car. According to press reports, the Israeli army said that “soldiers at the outpost recognized a car approaching them as one from which shots had been fired on them in the past several days and when the car approached, the tank fired a shell at the car, killing the man as he tried to get away.”
 However, Jaroushi’s brother-in-law Ziyad Hilmi Muhamad Zaghal, who witnessed the incident, gave to LAW a different account of the events
:

On 31 October 2001, at about 8.30 a.m., my brother-in-law Abdullah Rashid Jaber Jaroushi arrived at my house. We live on the ground floor of the Abu Dareef building, in the eastern part of Tulkarm. We had planned to go with my family in his car, so we left all together in his black Audi.

However, after driving several meters we encountered two Israeli tanks coming from the eastern part of Tulkarm and heading towards us. So we stopped the car and got off. My family went back home but I stayed with Abdullah while he was parking the car. Suddenly, when he got off the car, the two tanks drove quickly towards him and the soldiers opened fire from the tanks; when this happened I was standing by his side. My brother-in-law was hit in the arm, the chest and the waist.  

I called for an ambulance but the Israeli soldiers prevented it from approaching us. So we had to carry Abdullah to the ambulance walking past the tanks. However, the soldiers did not allow the ambulance to leave and threatened to shell it if it moved. After much begging that the ambulance be allowed to go, the soldiers asked for Abdullah’s identity card, which they kept, as well as other papers. We continued trying to convince the soldiers and finally the ambulance was allowed to go, about 15 minutes after we had reached it.   

Abdullah’s little son saw from the window of the house how his father was shot at. He suffers now from psychological problems. 

In the afternoon of 31 October 2001, Abdullah Jaroushi, who was married and had three children, died from his injuries.  

43. The case of Jameel Jadallah Khalifa, assassinated in Hebron on 31 October 2001

Jameel Jadallah Khalifa, a 25-year-old Hamas activist from Bethlehem living in Hebron, was killed on 31 October 2001, at around 11.45 a.m., when an Apache helicopter of the Israel Air Force fired two missiles at a barn where he was hiding in the ‘Ain Sara district north of Hebron. 

Jamil Jadallah Khalifa had been sentenced by the Palestinian State Security Court – a court, which operates in contravention of minimum standards for fair trial - to life imprisonment on charges of killing two settlers. He was imprisoned on 27 October 1998 in Jneid prison near Nablus but escaped twice. 

The Israeli army acknowledged responsibility, accused Khalifa of killing two Israelis and justified the assassination as a “prevention of a terror attack”
 

44-45. The cases of Yasser ‘Asida and Fahmi Abu ‘Aisha, assassinated in Nablus on 1 November 2001

Yasser ‘Asida (25) and Fahmi Abu ‘Aisha (38), two Hamas activists from the Nablus area, were killed on 1 November 2001 when combat helicopters of the Israel Air Force fired three missiles at the taxi they were traveling in. Tulkarm Governor Izzadin al Sharif told the press that five Apache helicopters were seen hovering near the city before they shot missiles at the taxi.
 The incident happened at 8.30 a.m. on the Tulkarm-Anabta road at the entrance to Bal’a village, 100 meters away from Anabta village. The taxi driver, Abdul Kareem Sabagh (33), from Nur al Shams refugee camp, was injured. He was later arrested by Israeli forces and apparently taken to an Israeli hospital.

According to information collected by LAW, the first two missiles hit the taxi instantly killing Abu ‘Aisha. ‘Asida managed to leave the car but was killed by a third missile and machine gunfire from the helicopter when he was about 500 meters away from the taxi. 

The Israeli government acknowledged responsibility and claimed that ‘Asida and ‘Aisha had been on the way to carry out a suicide bomb attack inside Israel.

Fahmi Abu ‘Aisha was married and a member of one of the Palestinian security services. Yasser ‘Asida was single and used to work as a taxi driver. He was detained by the PNA without charge or trial in Jneid prison near Nablus from 25 October 1998 until the beginning of the Intifada when he was released.  In March 2000, LAW and the Palestinian Independent Commission for Citizens’ Rights (PICCR) had petitioned the Palestinian High Court in Ramallah for his release arguing that his detention was illegal.
 

46-47. The cases of Majdi Jaradat and ‘Ikrima Isteiti, assassinated in Jenin on 6 November 2001

Majdi Jaradat (26) and ‘Ikrima Isteiti (35), two Fatah activists, were killed when their car exploded next to a mosque in Jenin refugee camp in the evening of 6 November 2001. According to information gathered by LAW, Isteiti had received the vehicle, which had been delivered by a friend from the Palestinian town of Umm al Fahm inside Israel, about an hour before the explosion. A helicopter of the Israel Air Force was seen hovering over the area at the time of the incident. Refugee camp residents therefore speculated that a bomb was planted in the car and detonated from the helicopter by remote control.
 Investigations by LAW’s fieldworker and the PNA revealed that two explosive devices had been planted in the car.

Majdi Jaradat’s father Musa Jaradat, a 52-year-old teacher from Wad Barqueen, reported to LAW as follows
:

On 6 November 2001, at about 4 p.m, Ahmad Jbareen came to Jenin refugee camp and asked for my 26-year-old son, Majdi. Ahmad and Majdi were very close friends. He brought him a car, a Mazda with the Israeli registration number 60935-24. Majdi took the car and they both went to have lunch at the Al Aqsa restaurant in Jenin. Afterwards, Majdi ordered a taxi from Al Qassam Taxi that would take Ahmad to the Green Line so he could get back to Umm al Fahm. 

At around 5 p.m., Majdi went to see his friend, ‘Ikrima Isteiti (33), who lives in the south of the refugee camp; he showed him his new car. 

Muhammad Isteiti, a 70-year-old farmer from Jenin refugee camp and ‘Ikrima’s father, continued the account as follows
: 

On 6 November 2001, at about 5 p.m., Majdi Jaradat came to our house with a white Tender Mazda with the Israeli registration number 60935-24. He had received the car about an hour before from a friend who is a resident of Umm al Fahm in Israel. He parked the car in front of our house, and my daughter-in-law prepared tea and coffee for them. At about 5.35 p.m. they took the car and left for Majdi’s house in Wadi Barqueen, which is only about 700 meters away from our home. ‘Ikrima was driving the car. At that time an Apache helicopter was hovering very low over Al Sa’adeh fields, in the northern part of Jenin refugee camp. At 5.40 p.m., when they were at a distance of about 15 meters from Jenin refugee camp’s Great Mosque, the car exploded. 

My son had three children aged 2, 5 and 7; his widow is only 23-years-old. Following his assassination, he left a whole family suffering; he was the only breadwinner. He used to help everyone in need and everybody in the camp loved him.

‘Ikrima had been wanted by Israel for 8 months but I am not aware of his involvement in any attacks against Israel except that he was a member of the Tanzim, like many  young men in the refugee camp. During the first Intifada, which started in 1987, there were already two attempts to kill him. The first time, Israeli undercover agents disguised as Arabs (musta’ribeen) broke into the refugee camp but he miraculously escaped. The second time was when ‘Ikrima was arrested and put in a military jeep. While there was stone-throwing at the jeep he leaped out; the soldiers shot at him with heavy gunfire but once more he managed to escape. As a matter of fact, he had been hit by rubber-coated metal bullets many times in his life.

48. The case of ‘Issa Dababseh, assassinated in Umm al Barakah (Hebron) on 7 November 2001

‘Issa Dababseh (48) was killed by gunfire on 7 November 2001 while working at his well in front of his house in Umm al Barakah near Hebron. According to information gathered by LAW from the family, at around 1 p.m. that day, Israeli undercover units disguised as Arabs (musta’ribeen) entered the village, apparently using two cars with Palestinian registration numbers. They approached the house of ‘Issa Dababseh, surrounded it and shot at him from a distance of about 2 meters killing him instantly. Afterwards they took Dababseh’s corpse, which was riddled with bullets, to an unknown location. 

During the attack, two bystanders were injured: Dabbaseh’s son Ali ‘Issa Dababseh (18) was hit in his left leg by a high velocity bullet, which caused the bone to break; he was returning home from school. A villager who happened to pass through the area at the time of the incident, Abdel Hadi Ali Abdel Hadi (54), was injured by gunfire in his left food.  

‘Issa Dababseh had two wives and was responsible for a family of 12. He was a farmer who was not known to be involved in any political activities. He was however wanted by Israel since 19 April 1998 for allegedly killing an armed settler who tried to seize his family property east of Yatta village. 

49-51. The cases of Ayman ‘Awaysa, Ma’moon ‘Awaysa and Mahmoud al Shuli (Abu Hanoud), assassinated near Nablus on 23 November 2001

On 23 November 2001, three Hamas activists were assassinated when two Apache helicopters of the Israel Air Force fired five missiles at a Palestinian Ford service van, traveling on a dirt road towards Yasid village north of Nablus. The incident occurred at around 7.05 a.m., when the vehicle was at a distance of about 3 kms southwest of Al Far’ah village. As a result of the attack, the brothers Ayman (37) and Ma’moon (26) ‘Awaysa, from Talaszah village near Nablus, were killed, as well as Hamas military leader Mahmoud al Shuli (35), known as Abu Hanoud, from Aseera Ashimalieh village near Nablus. The latter managed to jump out of the car and started to flee, but was hit by a missile and machine gunfire from helicopters, when he was at a distance of about 200 meters from the car. In fact, machine gunfire is said to have lasted for 20 about minutes. People and paramedics arriving at the place found badly burnt corpses and a completely destroyed car. 

Abu Hanoud’s body could only be identified through a spinal cord injury sustained on 27 August 2000, when an Israeli undercover unit raided his home village in an attempt to capture him. On that occasion, he managed to escape with injuries and subsequently turned himself in to the PNA. On 1 September 2001, the Palestinian State Security Court – a court, which operates in contravention of minimum standards for fair trial - sentenced him to 12 years’ imprisonment.
 

Beyond admitting to the killing, Israeli Foreign Minister Peres put the blame for Abu Hanoud’s death on the PNA:  “I am not so sure that the Palestinians will make such a big deal of it, because if they would have put them in jail, they would have been able to save his life.”
 As a matter of fact, Abu Hanoud was serving his sentence in Nablus. However, he had to be transferred to a safer location after Israel bombed the prison using US manufactured F-16 fighter jets. Abu Hanoud escaped with moderate injuries but 11 prison guards were reported killed and another 30 wounded.
  

Abu Hanoud’s assassination on 23 November 2001, described by Israeli Defense Minister Ben-Eliezer as “the most important action by security forces since the start of the conflict in the territories”
, prompted Hamas to vow “painful retaliation against the enemy”
. Between 29 November and 2 December 2001, suicide bomb attacks by Hamas or Islamic Jihad in Haifa and Jerusalem claimed the lives of at least 25 people. 

52. The case of Yacob Idkeidek, assassinated in Hebron on 17 December 2001 

On 17 December 2001, 27-year-old Hamas activist Yacob Idkeidek was killed by gunfire in front of his house in the PNA controlled area of Hebron. The Israeli army said that he was shot as he tried to escape arrest.
  However, Fathi Idkeidek (62), Yacob’s father, told LAW
 that his son was apparently shot at very close range and was hit by around 15 fragmenting bullets, mainly in the upper part of the body. He also stressed that his son never carried a gun:
On 17 December 2001, at around 3 a.m., the second day of Id al Fitr
, a great number of Israeli soldiers surrounded our house, which is located in an area under Palestinian control. 

After hearing a dog barking, Yacob went out to see what happened; he lived on the ground floor of my house. He then came to our house and talked to his mother.  And as he was walking downstairs, he heard a voice shout at him from the street “stop Yacob” but he kept going towards the entrance of his apartment on the ground-floor. After he had walked about 7 meters northwest, I heard heavy automatic gunfire from various directions. 

I was standing on the balcony with three sons of mine but then Israeli soldiers shouted at us and we realized that we were surrounded by about 15 of them. They  handcuffed our hands behind our backs. Then they removed my handcuffs but I was not allowed to move. My three sons were left handcuffed while their heads were covered with bags. 

After 15 minutes an Israeli officer uncovered the faces of my sons, asked them for their names and again put the bags on their heads. He left, and I heard then shooting. After that the Israeli officer came back, said “kafoul” in Hebrew and left with his men. My sons were left lying on the ground, handcuffed and with their heads covered, so I cut their plastic handcuffs with a knife. 

After that we went around the house looking for Yacob but could not find him; we assumed that he had been either arrested or had escaped. We kept on searching until about 4.30 a.m.; afterwards I went to the mosque to pray.  

At around 6 a.m., when I was in the mosque, which is at a distance of about 50 meters from our house, I heard my daughter screaming. I ran towards the house and found Yacob lying on the ground, under an olive tree, about 15 meters northeast from our house. He had been shot in various parts of his body, especially in the back and the chest, and was covered in blood. We took him to the Al Ahli Hospital in Hebron where Dr. Sa’id Idkeidek told us that Yacob had been hit by several gunshots in the heart and by two bullets in his right chest; and that he had also sustained injuries in the face, the back and in his left thigh. He was hit by approximately 15 bullets. In his opinion, the fact that the bullets penetrated and exited the body indicated that he was shot at very close range; moreover, he said that X-rays indicated that fragmenting bullets had been used. In any case, after the soldiers left, we found many cartridges, shot from various directions, in front of Yacob’s house. 
I think that even if Yacob had tried to escape, Israeli troops would have been able to arrest him since there were so many of them surrounding the house. Besides, Yacob has never carried a gun.   

Yacob Idkeidek, who was married with a three-month-old baby girl, worked in the library of the Khabab ben al Ard mosque in Hebron and in the public relations department of the Muslim Youth Association. He had been repeatedly held in administrative detention by Israel and was also detained by the PNA without charge or trial.  

53. The case of Ra’ed al Karmi, assassinated in Tulkarm on 14 January 2002 

On 14 January 2002, at around 10.45 a.m., Fatah activist Ra’ed al Karmi (26), was killed when a roadside bomb exploded near his house as he walked past. The incident occurred in Al Maqbara Street, in the eastern part of Tulkarm. On 6 September 2002, the Israeli army had already attempted to assassinate al Karmi
 but he survived. According to press reports, defense sources confirmed that this was an Israeli action.
 Moreover, in a TV interview with the Israeli Channel 2 on 16 January 2002, the General Commander of the Israel Police, Aharonishky, referred to the killing in Tulkarm as a “targeted killing”, which is one of the terms used by the Israeli government to designate its policy of state assassinations.

After a period of unprecedented calm, al Karmi’s assassination sparked off violent incidents. According to press reports, “there were an average of 15 incidents per day over the past week, three times the average in the days preceding Karmi’s assassination – the most quiet period in the territories since the outbreak of the Intifada in late September 2000.”
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