4'onTmy 1'onnand THE JERUSALEM POST - FRONT:qom THE JERUSALEM POST:mv  13397926:n't  3/6/20(

Petition slams harsher
terms for detention
of security prisoners

« By DAN 1ZENBERG

Three human rights organd.
zations petitioned the High
Court of Justice earlier this
week to overtuen 3 provisional
aw imposing harsher deten-
tion terms for security suspects
thun these applied to egular
criminagl suspects.

Untdl the disengagement
from the Gaza Strip in 2008,
Palestindan suspects from Gaza
and the West Bank were
detained o accordance with
mititary law imposed by the
military commander. However,
military law 00 longer applies
tr security suspects from the
Gaza Strip, and therefore they
must be detained i acom-
dance with [srach law,

The petitioners - the Associa-
tion for Civil Rights in lsrael,
the Public Committee against
Torture in Istacl, and Adalah,
the Legal Center for Arab
Minority Rights in lsrael - say
the Taw viclates the Basic Law:
{urpan Digodty and Freedom,

“Through this law, the state
sought, in elfect, to import 1o
Israel  wnacceptable law
enforcement principles from
the military regime in the tegd-
torfes,” the petitioners wrote,
“frs somme matters, they wenl
even further and established
norms that did not exist oven
i military law. For this anac-
ceptable purpose, [the state]
formulated an uncorstitution-
al arrangement which appiies
to all security suspects.

s Palestinfans.”

The provislonal law, konown
as the Criminil Procedures Law
{Detention of a Suspect for a
Security  Violationy was origl-

nakly passed by the Knesset on
fune 29, 2006 for a period of 18
months, It was extended on
Precember 18, 2007, this tme
for three years. Adcording to
the petitionersy the govern:
ment now plans 0 tam the
provisional law into & permi-
nent oneg,

Acconding to the kgishatien,
the state may detain & secuity
suspect for 96 hours without
pringing him before a udge for
remand in custody, Noresecuri-
ty criminal suspects are usually
held for 24 hours, or ap W 48
howrs  In unusueal  ciroume
stances,

After appearing before the
judge at the end of three days’
detertion, the secunly suspect
may be held witif the 20th day
of his detention without seetng
a judge again,

During that thme, i addition-
al remand hearings are held,
they may ke place withowt
the suspedt present, and the
authorities do ot have o
inform him st a hearing
occurred or what the owtcome
wits,

Alter the 20th day, on which
the suspect must again be
brought before a judge, he may
be held for another 15 days
under the same terms,

Regular crimminal  suspects
must be prosent 0 Court for
additional remand  hearings
s may only be held for a
total of 30 days without an
indictment bebng served,

In addition to these terms,
seCurity suspects may be pre-
vented from seeing a lawver for
up to 21 days, so that they are
held virtaally Incognito, except
for ong appearanie betore a
fudge, for almost tree weeks.



